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FADE | N:

EXT. NEWYORK CITY - DOCKS - N GHT

Police cars surround a large delivery truck near a row of
shi ppi ng containers, the rear doors w de open

COPS wave their arms. Excited, junpy.
Six ostrich run wld.

FBI AGENT GORDO, graying, two day old stubble, splits the
cops and wal ks to the rear of the truck

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Nanme’s Gordo. Thirty plus with the
Feds, twenty in RI CO division.
That’ s Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations for you in
t he know.

A CUSTOMS ACENT is questioned nearby. Gipping his knee.

CUSTOVS AGENT
So | had himopen his rear doors,
you know, to check for contraband,
and all hell breaks | oose.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Gangsters. Mobsters. Mfioso. La
Cosa Nostra..

He bends down and picks up a large black feather.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
RICO ain't called RICO on acci dent.

CUSTOVS AGENT
So, we’'re square, right? You guys
will drop the conspiracy charges?
I mean, | got to find a new country
to live in and dam, those birds
can real ly kick hard!

REAR OF THE TRUCK
FBI AGENT GORDO | ooks inside the open cargo hol d.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q.)
Tonight, | thought 1'd seen it all.

Hay strewn everywhere. Water buckets. Bl ankets.



An ostrich parts the crowd from behind. The cops scatter.

TRUCK BUVPER ( FRONT)

BRUNO, tall, dark haired, tough guy persona. He's cuffed,
but leans indifferently.

FBI AGENT CGordo wal ks up, nmotions a COP to beat feet.

FBI AGENT GORDO
So why the thievery, Bruno? The
neat? Feathers for lady s hats?

BRUNO
Skin. Val uabl e | eat her.

FBI AGENT GORDO
That’'s a bold confession for
sonmeone staring at a three spot.

BRUNO
Custons was our |ook out. This
snells |like a sting. Coercion.
Entrapnent. Tinme | |awer up.

An ostrich darts past with a frenzied cop riding it.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
They say a nobster can never let go
of his past. Too nuch loyalty, too
much bl ood. Well, today, the past
changes.

FBI Agent CGordo places the feather gently inside Bruno's
shirt pocket.

FBI AGENT GORDO
Maybe this will be your |ucky day.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
And there are always bigger fish to

fry.
He then | eads Bruno away past annoyed cops.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
See, Bruno ain't such a bad kid.
He's been in the rackets so | ong,
we all knew his story. And we soon
cane to learn about his twin too.

EXT. NEWYORK CITY — DOCKS - DAY (1973)



A large ocean liner is docked. Ragged PASSENGERS trod down
t he gangpl ank.

SUPER: NEW YORK 1973

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Story of Bruno and Benny goes way
back. Started out when his fol ks
said ciao to the old country,
buongi orno to the new one.

A pair of YOUNG PARENTS touch ground. They are
G USEPPE, 20s, a stringy man with roam ng eyes.

MOVMA LEOLA, also 20s, plain, soft features. She carries a
pair of bundled identical TWNS who are

BRUNO and BENNY, bl ack haired, blue-eyed boys.

G USEPPE
Qur new hone, Mnmma Leol a.
MOWWA LEQLA
W conme with nothing, G useppe.
How will we survive?
G USEPPE

Arerica is the land of the free,
home of the brave, and...

CARMELA, curvaceous, approaches. G useppe’s jaw drops.

d USEPPE
...a land of opportunity.

MOMVA LECLA
Carnela, ny little sister! Cone
neet her, G useppe!

Carnel a and Monma Leol a hug. G useppe kisses Carnela s hand.
A bit too long. Carnela peeks at the boys.

CARIVELA
Perfecto! Wich one is mne?

Momma Leola tw sts her tw ns away.

CARMELA
You prom sed, Leola. These
Doctors, they say | can never
conceive. Wthout child, I am
( MORE)



CARMELA( cont ' d)

barren, lifeless, like an over
ri pened tomato.

G USEPPE
Not from where | am standing.

CARMELA
| paid for your journey here.
| beg you, sister.

MOMMVA LECLA
Uno nonent o, Carnel a.

Momra Leol a | ays down both boys on an enpty bench. She
studies them Strokes their hair.

MOMVA LECLA
Bruno. Benny. How could | choose?
My soul cries, ny heart weeps...

She lifts her finger..

MOMMVA LECLA
Eeni e neeni e m ni e noe..

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
And so Monmma Leol a chose Bruno.
He and his brother parted ways
and it would be a very long tine
until themtwo woul d neet again.

INT. BRONX - APARTMENT - (1 YEAR LATER)

Di | api dated walls, torn furniture, clothes hanging on the
fire escape. Baby Bruno CRYING in another room

FBI AGENT GORDO (V.O)
Life in Arerica was tough. Jobs
were scarce, the noney tight.
G useppe worked the docks
until the unions failed.

A FEMALE WELFARE OFFI CER npans in ecstacy on a couch.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
But, unfortunately for G useppe, he
had a weakness for unions of
anot her ki nd.

G useppe feverishly licks her toes. WANT ADS open on the
coffee table.



FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Sadly, marriage between G useppe
and Monmma Leola would not |ast...

G useppe suddenly | ooks up

Momma Leol a stands in the doorway, nouth open in shock,
grocery bags in hand.

CUT TGO

I NT. HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

G useppe running down the stairs as a volley of fruit squash
the walls. Followed by a suitcase.

Momra Leol a SLAMS her door shut. LOCKS it. And BOLTS it.
G useppe SIGHS. Gathers his suitcase. Wl ks back down.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
G useppe knew his life here could
not be fixed, so he decided to
seek a newlife, in a newcity
with his other son..

EXT. CARMELA' S APARTMENT — HOURS LATER
SUPER: PHI LADELPHI A

Carnel a, holding a crying Baby Benny in her arms, welcones a
relieved G useppe into her hone.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
...S0 he waltzed into the silky
arms of Carnela, who, quite
frankly, shoul da known better.

EXT. CARMELA' S APARTMENT — DAYS LATER

Di | api dated walls, torn furniture, clothes hanging on the
fire escape. Baby Benny CRYING in another room

Anot her FEMALE WELFARE OFFI CER npans in ecstacy on a couch.

G useppe feverishly licks her toes. WANT ADS open on the
coffee table.

G useppe suddenly | ooks up

Carnel a stands in the doorway, nouth open in shock, grocery
bags i n hand.



FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Jeez, you think he'd | ock the door,
put a bell on the knob, for crying
out | oud.

CUT TGO

I NT. HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

G useppe running down the stairs as a volley of fruit squash
the walls. Followed by a suitcase.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)

O maybe it was a cry for help.

Maybe poor G useppe knew then he

couldn’t hack it in the Daddy club

Carnel a SLAMS her door shut. LOCKS it. And BOLTS it.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)

And just like that, he was outta

there. And out of both his

son’s lives.

G useppe SIGHS. Gathers his suitcase. Wl ks back down.

I NT. PHI LADELPHI A - MARKET - DAY
Littl e Benny buys an apple froma vendor.
FBI AGENT GORDO (V. O.)
Now, the boys were different from
the start. Some say due to the
| ack of a father figure...
I NT. PHI LADELPHI A - STREETCORNER - DAY
Teenage Benny break-dances with hip STREET KI DS
FBI AGENT GORDO (V. O.)
...and perhaps they were right.
I NT. NEW YORK - MARKET - DAY

Little Bruno plugs an apple with an M 80 and blows it up.



INT. NEWYORK CITY - STREETCORNER - DAY

Teenage Bruno throws dice in an alley with tough STREET KI DS
Alino pulls up, the tough street kids scatter

Except Bruno, who stands his ground.

A LARCGE HAND, flashing a naked worman ring, waves himforward
fromthe backseat.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
What ever the case, they soon noved
i nto adul thood, their personas
already in place...
EXT. NEW YORK — FUN PARK - EARLY MORNI NG ( PRESENT)
Of-the-freeway type anusenent park filled with the basics.

Qui et, not yet open for business. O so it seens.

PONER GENERATCOR SHACK
DANTE, 30s, stocky, pug faced, flips a swtch.
DANTE
So, | can understand that custons
took the birds into custody...
TILT-A-VWH RL RI DE

Bruno hovers near a ride control panel. He stares at the
ostrich feather given by Cordo.

BRUNO
Cstriches.

DANTE
VWhat ever. But where the hell were
you?

BRUNO
Safe. A safe distance away.

Bruno crushes the feather and tosses it.
A portly man naned WGGLY is duct taped to the seat nearby.

The TILT-A-WHIRL’s control panel comes to life.



W GELY

Bruno! | can’t do the spins!
Gnme nore tine! | beg you
BRUNO

Waggly. You borrowed ten | arge
fromthe Boss. And since you
don’t got the vig, you re gonna
have to cough up nore than just
t he dough.

W GALY
There’s dried puke in these carts
ol der than disco.

The ride jolts. The cart noves.

W GALY
Wait! | think Bogart ral phed a
tuna farfalle in this onel!

Dante wal ks over. O fers Bruno a cigarette.
Bruno shakes hi s head.

BRUNO
Dante. You forget | quit a long
time ago?

Dante shrugs his shoulders. Nods at Wggly.

DANTE
Way’ d you go easy on this rube?

Bruno points to the SPOOKY HOUSE across the way. Dark,
tacky, fluorescent paint. Carts that nove along a track

BRUNO
I “msixteen, right? Take Stacy
O Shane in there. Wggly stopped
the ride for ne, let nme pop ny
cherry in the graveyard.

Waggly' s cart spins close by.

WGAY (O S.)
Stinks |ike al bacore!

DANTE
W oughta at | east kneecap him

Waggly' s cart spins back.



W GELY
Ofl...offl...
BRUNO
Your yap got sonethin’ to say now,

W ggl y?
Wggly' s cart spins towards them

W GELY
Of...officel Oficel Mney!

Bruno hits the OFF button. The ride slows to a stop.

W GALY
Saf e...under ny desk...open.

Wggly slunps in his seat. Unconsci ous.

DANTE
Death by Tilt-A-VWirl

Bruno reaches over, feels Wggly's pul se.

BRUNO
Nah. He's sleeping |ike a baby.

Bruno renoves his own jacket, drapes it around Wggly.

DANTE
You of f your rocker?

BRUNO
Waggly' s like the father |
never di sappoi nt ed.

EXT. ALLEY - DAY

Dark, wet, grimy. A SULTRY HOOKER backs to a wall in terror
as a MOB ENFORCER stal ks her. Big guy, face hidden.

MOB ENFORCER
Wrd is, doll face, you re the
stoolie. Time to rub you out.

SULTRY HOOKER
Make love to nme then. For old
times sake. Right here, on top
of the filth. Because that’'s
what | am Filth. Say it.



10.

MOB ENFORCER
Tine to take out the trash.

The nob enforcer raises a knife. Sultry hooker SCREAMS.
The nob enforcer stabs her in the chest. Blood spews.
He teeters, and then faints. Falls into her arns.

Sul try hooker | ooks around.

SULTRY HOOKER
Soneone get this pansy off ne!

A DIRECTOR S VO CE, from sonewhere...

DI RECTOR (O. S.)
Cut! That’s it! Enough!

ASS| STANTS rush in. The nob enforcer turns his face.
It’s Bruno. No, wait.

It’s Benny. A dead ringer for Bruno, except Benny has bl ond
streaks, two eyebrows, and a nuch |ighter voice.

BENNY
Oh, God. | fainted again, right?

The DI RECTOR, m ddl e-aged, storns over.
DI RECTOR

This isn’t working out, damm youl!
We need soneone nore nmascul i nel

BENNY
I can’t stand the sight of bl ood!
DI RECTOR
It’s fake blood! Look, | owed
sonmeone a favor but now I’'m
reneging. | need a real man.

Benny, nouth agape, clutches his chest in shock.
He clinbs into a dunpster and SHUTS the [|id.
No one pays any attention to him Except for —-

ANDRES, buff, sporting |ong sideburns. Dressed |ike a cop.
He KNOCKS on the Iid.



BENNY
(muf fl ed)
Stop hovering like a vulture,
Andr es.

STUDI O WORKERS assenbl e around them for the next scene.
Andres lifts the |id.

ANDRES
Must | sing a Fado song to you?

BENNY
| am al ready sad.

ANDRES
This was your first action role,
Benny. You have the size, you have
the |1 ook, we just need to work on

your . .
BENNY

Honesty? Being true to nyself?
ANDRES

Bravado. Cajones.
BENNY

Cajones? |’'msquatting in a

dunpster feeling sorry for nyself
and ny roommate thinks | need

bal | s?

ANDRES
You need to reach inside yourself,
dig out that inner animal. You are

a great actor. Fromnow on, only
action roles for you.

Benny clinbs out of the dunpster

BENNY
Li ke Bruce WIllis? Wth guns
and bonbs and fist fights?

ANDRES
Do | hear a Raspberry cheesecake
calling your nane?

BENNY
You al ways know how to cheer ne
up. CGod, | feel so silly. Wy
did you even let me in here?

11.
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Andr es brushes him of f.
A SEXY ACTRESS strolls by.

ANDRES
OCh, and renenber. Action novies
al ways have sexy wonen.

Benny grabs the dunpster |lid again. Andres stops him

ANDRES
Acting, Benny. It’s what you do.

EXT. NEW YORK - STREET - AFTERNOON

Bruno hol ds a PET SHOP OMNER upsi de down in front of his
store. Shakes him A nouse drops froma pocket. Then a
baby chick. Then a wad of bills.

Bruno drops the owner and retrieves the wad.
The owner hunps back inside his store.
PET SHOP OMANER
Lemme know when the ostriches cone
in, Bruno.

Bruno wal ks to his parked Mercedes. Sees a parking ticket
under his wiper. He snatches it, |ooks around. A note:

CONVENTI ON CENTER SECTION 3 BEER IS ON YOQU

I NT. CONVENTI ON CENTER - BOXI NG RI NG - LATER

A PAIR OF BOXERS circle each other. One larger, the other
smal l er. Looks |ike a m snmatch.

SECTI ON 3

The cheap seats. FBI Agent Gordo sits alone. Bruno plants
hi nsel f next to him hands hima beer.

A loud THUD fromthe ring. FANS CHEER

FBI AGENT GORDO
Racket eering, |oan sharKking,
probabl e prostitution. Your Boss
will do a ten year stretch easy.

BRUNO
| never rat anyone out.



FBI AGENT GORDO
You forget what we got on you?
G ve himup, and you got a new
mai | box in the tropics.

Bruno stays silent.

13.

FBI Agent Gordo shows Bruno a bet slip, nods at the ring.

FBI AGENT GORDO
Big guy. Eight to one fav. Wat
do ya think?

BRUNO
VWhat’'s this? Third round?

I NT. BOXING RI NG - CONTI NUOUS

The | arger boxer’s COACH checks his watch. WH STLES.

Large boxer |owers his hands.

Smal | er boxer TAPS him

Large boxer topples. Down for the count.

The crowd BOCS.

Smal | er boxer “up yours” the crowd.

I NT. SECTI ON 3 — CONTI NUOUS

FBI Agent CGordo rises to his feet as Bruno gets up t

FBI AGENT GORDO
Are you freakin' Kkidding nme?!?

BRUNO
See you around.

FBI AGENT GORDO
Bruno, wait. There’'s a reason |
showed you the bet slip. | made
it in Atlantic City.

BRUNO
Yeah? Bring ne taffy next tine.

FBI AGENT GORDO
Bruno, if you know what's good
for you, stay away fromthere.

0 go.
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BRUNO
Day | take advice froma Fed, |
m ght as well turn jail house sissy.

FBI AGENT GORDO
You' re involved in a dangerous
life. CQuess it’ll take a bullet to
convi nce you, huh?

BRUNO
If I die of old age, that’'Il be
the cruel est death of all.

Bruno | eaves.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
That’ s the thing about these

nmobsters. It’'s all about the
fight. They expect to die
under a hail of bullets. I1t’'s the

proper way to go.
EXT. BRUNO S MANSI ON — EVEN NG

Bruno exits his Mercedes in a circular driveway behind | ocked
gates. A lush | awmn near by.

He cringes at Indian Tantra nusic com ng frominside.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Heavy on Asian inports. |Incense burns. Squatting yoga-style
on a Persian rug is MONA, late 20’s, snoking hot.

Bruno enters the roomw th a whi skey.

BRUNO
What say we kill this Indian
tarantul a nusic and start naking
sone rug burns right here.

He tries to give her a kiss but she turns her head.

MONA
You don’t answer ny calls, you
don’t conme hone, you don’t
talk to me anynore...

Mona flips her legs in the air. Bruno strokes them

BRUNO
Acti ons speak | ouder than words.



Mona SLAPS his hand away.

MONA
Bruno, listen to the house. Hear
that? No? Well, neither do I.

BRUNO
Here we go agai n.
MONA
There’s no pitter patter.
Mona | owers her legs. Flips to her hands, like a crab.
BRUNO

Can’t we just get a nutt?

MONA
I want a famly. And | want you to
get out of the rackets.

BRUNO
Quit the rackets?!'? Wat about
your father?

MONA
Way don’t you marry himinstead!

Bruno drains his whiskey and storns off.

MONA
Where are you goi ng now?

BRUNO
Sonewhere |’ m appreci at ed.

Mona pl ants her feet, grabs her ankles.

MONA
Hope it’s to a good divorce | awer

BRUNO
Hey, you gotta bury nme six feet
under before | sign sonme shyster’s
paper s!

Mona raises her butt in the air.

BRUNO
And you’'re killin me herel!

15.
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MONA
You re cut off. Until you quit,
you aren’t getting any of this.

Bruno funmes. His cell phone RINGS. He answers it.

BRUNO
Yo. Hey, Dante.
(1istens)

I"’mthere. Anywhere but here.
I NT. BENNY' S APARTMENT — LI VI NG ROOM — DAY

Col orful, nodern. Li ke an | KEA show oom

Benny reads a book and nurses a cocktail. Andres, in an
apron, carries out a tray fromthe kitchen
ANDRES
You will nelt when you try

nmy succulent piri-piri chicken
Hear that? 1It’s the pangs of
jealousy all the way from Lisbon

BENNY
Cl ose your yap! It's tine to
put the screws on! You' ve been
skimm n’ off the hooch, Andres!

Benny rises, hurls his drink. It SHATTERS on the wall.

ANDRES
The hooch? Whaaaaat ?

BENNY
[l rip out your guts, squash
your ugly nmug down to your ass,
and punt ya through the uprights!

Andres SQUEALS, drops his tray. Benny drops his “act.”
BENNY
Oh, Andres, I'msorry! | was
reciting a line fromthis book
Benny shows him

“SHEI STER, SCHNOZZLE, HOODS ‘N STI FFS | NCORPORATED” How To
Tal k Li ke A Real Mb Cuy.

ANDRES
I am such a di ng dong.
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BENNY
Thi s book and ny new manly attitude
will get ne the audition back! You
just watch and see, Buster!

Benny | ooks down in horror at Andres’ spilled tray.

BENNY
Oh nmy God! Your piri-piri
chicken! It’s everywhere!
ANDRES

It’s okay. Let’s wash them and
zap themin the m crowave.

BENNY
Al'l your hard worKk.

Benny turns to a framed photo of a chiseled man. M CHAEL is
inscribed. Blond hair, Geek God-like.

BENNY
M chael did say | was selfish.

Andres grabs the photo from Benny and SLAMS it back down.

ANDRES
He was the one who was selfish
And he left you, Benny! He ran off
cul i nary school

BENNY
Del ete! Just kill ne!

Benny falls to his couch and WAI LS.

ANDRES
Oh, Benny.

EXT. NEWYORK - PIZZA KITTY - DAY

A Centlenen’s pizza club. Neon lights show foxy female cats
flipping pizza’s in the air and bending over. A sign out
front: COVE IN FOR A PUUURRRRFECT SLI CE.

INT. PIZZA KITTY - FRONT DOOR - CONTI NUOQUS

Bruno and Dante enter, pass a wall of celebrity photos. Up
t here we got Deano, Frank, Sammy, and...Bruno.

BRUNO
Dig me. Right up there next
to the Chairnman of the Board.
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DANTE
Hel ps if your father-in-law owns
the stupid joint.
Dante’s photo is stuck behind a fern.

Bruno stops at a mirror. Wips out his gun and poses.

BRUNO
| could be an actor, huh? Like
Bobby D?

DANTE

That’ s sone scary shit.

BRUNO
What ? The resenbl ance i s uncanny?

DANTE
No. Seeing two Bruno’s.

I NT. PIZZA KITTY — SECONDS LATER

NAKED FEMALE Pl ZZA COOKERS toss pizza behind a counter. A
TOPLESS WAI TRESS j unps up and down on a pogo stick as TONGUE
WAGGELI NG CUSTOVERS i gnore their nmenus.

CORNER BOOTH
Bruno and Dante approach a GROUP OF W SE GUYS who are

Bl G CHEESE LOU ROVANO, 50’s, fat, twirling the same naked
girl ring seen earlier fromthe lino. He's sandw ched
bet ween MARI O and PAULY. Thick and thin respectively.

Bi g Cheese nods at the custoners as Bruno and Dante sit.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Dunmb schrucks ain’t droppin any
sugar on ny grub. They just sip
their giggle juice and ogle the
danes.

DANTE
Put the broads on inlines then.
Decrease the jiggle factor, Boss.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
This is a respectabl e busi ness!
Who asked ya, anyway?

The topless waitress SQUEALS, falls off her pogo stick.



Bruno notices a WOVAN pl ayi ng darts nearby. Al one.
REZA THE RAT. Stocky, no maekeup.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
kay, boys. Reason | called you
inis -- Geen Thunbs McCoo is
maki ng his nove on ny ground.

@Quns COCK around the boot h.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Vait, wait. You can all kil
soneone | ater.

A round of “AWNWVS’ foll ows.

BRUNO
But Boss, he’'s in Jersey. How s
he maki ng his nove here?

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Tormy Two Timng turned rat and
joined his canp. Geen Thunbs is
using himto get to our turf.

BRUNO
Tormy Two Tim ng doubl e crossed
us? | never saw that conmn’.

Bi g Cheese SNAPS his finger. Reza marches over

Bl G CHEESE LOU
Boys, 1'd like you to neet Reza
the Rat. She once worked for
G een Thunbs. Did sone | andscape.

PAULY
Landscape? Like planting seeds?
MARI O
Wasn’t plantin’ none of his seed in
this broad. | can tell ya that.

Reza reaches down between Mario's |egs, grabs a handful.
Mari 0’s eyes pop out.

REZA
G een Thunbs had ne pl anting
stiffs. Makes good fertilizer.
Speaki ng of stiffs, when' s the
| ast time you saw your own?
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Reza rel eases her grip. The others SNNICKER  Mario begins to
dry heave.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Wrd spread that Reza was out
and staying with M nni e downtown
at the Taboo Revue. So | got
to Reza and hired her. On a
tenp-to-hire basis, of course.

DANTE
Wiy’ d she | eave Green Thunbs?

REZA
Pensi on pl an bl ows.

The nmen SNI CKER and nutter “Got that right,” and “Figures.”

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Reza here is gonna hel p us bury
Green Thunbs. Now, who wants
to whack said dirtbag?

Mari o and Pauly point to thensel ves and shout, “Me! Me!”

DANTE
I nom nate Bruno!

Si | ence.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Mona woul d be so proud.

BRUNO
Just tell ne where, Boss.

Bl G CHEESE LOU
Par adi se Casino. Atlantic Cty.
Toni ght .

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
A nmob Boss is always a target
for a takeover. Soneone is
al ways trying to nove in.

EXT. STREET - QUTSI DE ARWY RECRU TMENT OFFI CE - DAY

Andres two hands Benny as Benny tries to reach the door.
Benny is decked out in arny fatigues and holds a Pl ayboy.

BENNY
Step aside, Andres! |I'mjoining
the arny and turning straight!
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ANDRES
You can’t change who you are!

BENNY
Who are you to judge?

Andres stops. Steps aside.

ANDRES
Then go. Go ahead and be all you
can't be.
Benny hesitates.
BENNY
Okay. Wiy not nme? Wiy can’'t |
enlist?
ANDRES

Because even though they don’t ask,
they can nost certainly tell

BENNY
Maybe it will toughen ne up

Andres renoves a bandana from Benny’ s neck.

ANDRES
Wul d you really want to dine in a
pl ace called a nmess hall?

Benny shrugs.

ANDRES
And latrine is not the French choo-
choo, its where the soldiers go to
the bathroom And there's no
doors.

BENNY
That's so barbari c!

ANDRES
I have a surprise for you. |
t hought you deserved a ni ght
out to forget about acting, noney,
your nother, and nost of all..

BENNY
Don’t say his nane!

Andres renoves tickets fromhis pocket.
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ANDRES
A Tribute to Cher at the Paradise
Casino in Atlantic Cty tonight!

Benny swoons. Together they wal k of f.

An ARMY RECRU TER opens the door frominside, watches the
Benny and Andres | eave, then sighs with relief.

EXT. NEWJERSEY - CGREEN THUMBS MCGOO S MANSI ON — DAY
A huge honestead with |lush greenery.
EXT. GARDEN - REAR OF THE HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Filled with corn, potatoes, you nane it. An armed BODYGUARD
gorilla big, paces out front.

TOMW TWO TI M NG, chunky, food stains on his tie, skips
across the lawn carrying a hoagie. He G GGES as the
bodyguard frisks himon the grass.

From deep inside the garden..

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO (O. S.)
Fekkin' rat! Yeah you, what
you lookin" at? Kiss ny arse!

A rat SQUEALS. What follows is a loud, netallic SN P!

A headl ess rat carcass | ands before Tommy Two Timng s feet.
He YELPS, junps back in disgust.

Corn stal ks suddenly part. Qut steps...

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO. 60s, trim like an athlete. Salt and
pepper hair. Carries a bloody set of pruners.

TOVMY TWO TI M NG
Heck of a garden there, Geen
Thunbs. You growin’ any jicam?

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Shut your gob and talk to ne,
Tommy Two Ti mi ng.

TOMW TWO TI M NG
Bruno’s on his way right now to
t he Paradi se Casino. Big Cheese
will mss the action. Like we
pl anned it.

Green Thunbs raises his pruners and SNIPS the air.
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GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Can | trust ye?

TOMW TWO TI M NG
Honesty is nmy m ddl e nane.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
(pushes past)
Then | have to do ne busi ness.

TOVMY TWO TI M NG
Hey, Green Thunbs. You're
gonna take a bite in the Big
Apple. Hows it feel?

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Aye, about time | took root.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. O.)
A nob hit can happen anytine,
anywhere. For these guys, its
about loyalty, strength, and
survival . Conpl acency kills.

I NT. LIMOUSINE - DAY

Bruno, Dant e,

weapons.
| ower ed.

He speaks to soneone out his w ndow.

MARI O
kay, so that’s one order of pasta
fagi ol e, one penne arrabbi ata, one
farfalle with arugul a pesto, one
beefy manicotti...

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Trick is staying a step ahead. You
got to anticipate your enem es next
nove. You don’t, you're toast.

Bruno, sporting a pernmed wi g, waves his hands in front of
fake gl asses.

Mari o turns around.

MARI O
Bruno, | didn't get your order.

BRUNO
Burger with fries.

Reza, and Pauly ride in the back checking their
Mario is in the driver’s seat, the glass partition
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The others “hey” and “whoa” him

Mari o

Br uno

nudges the lino forward.
nudges Dante.

BRUNO
You think 1'd be a good father?

Dante just stares at him

Dant e
Dant e

Br uno

Dant e

Mari o
Dant e

BRUNO
Mona says either | knock her up,
or else. Thing is, | don’t think
I"’mready. Am| ready?

DANTE
Fathers. Working stiffs earning
a sucker’s paycheck. [It’s a good

t hi ng you never knew yours. You
m ght’ ve chosen a different path.

BRUNO
You didn’'t answer nme.

hands Bruno a cigarette. Bruno waves him off.
shrugs, lights it for hinself.
DANTE
You want ny opinion on kids? Just
another thing that gets in the way.

wat ches Reza squeeze in a janitor’s uniform

BRUNO
Reza. Wiat’s G een Thunbs’ gane?

REZA
Rats and mice. Loaded dice.

SLAMS the cylinder. Hands the weapon to Bruno.
DANTE
What’ s say you give Geen Thunbs
what he’s lookin for then.
(beat)
A hard si x.
starts handi ng back food.

opens his order.
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DANTE
Hey, what is this?

He whi ps out his gun.

DANTE
Mario. Let nme talk to this nug.

Mario noves the linm forward to the drive thru window. Dante
lowers his window. He clinbs out, then clinbs back in
hauling a frightened MANAGER in tow.

Dante buries the nanager’s face into his order.

DANTE
The hell is this?

MANAGER
Farfalle. Wth arugula pesto, sir.

DANTE
No, pal ooka. The silverware.

MANAGER
They’' re plastic?

The others “ooh” the manager and w nce.

DANTE
VWhat kind of drive thru is this?

Dante grabs the fork and knife and sticks themup the
manager’ s nose.

Then shoves the manager back through.

DANTE
VWhat’'s next? House chianti?

Bruno stares at the bottle.

BRUNO
Wnery is in |daho.

Dante clinbs back out the w ndow.

EXT. H GHWAY - LATER

A Vol kswagen convertible cruises in the slow | ane.
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I NT. VOLKSWAGEN - CONTI NUQUS

Andres and Benny sing Cher’s, “It’s a Man’s Wrld.” Andres
points to the approaching Atlantic City skyline.

I NT. PARADI SE CASI NO — PARKI NG LOT - LATER
The linmo pulls up. Bruno exits. So does Dante.

BRUNO
I’ m gonna go check things out.
G me a mnute, capeche?

DANTE
| got to piss anyway.

I NT. PARADI SE CASI NO & HOTEL — CONCERT HALL - CONTI NUOUS

Andres shifts nervously, sips froma pair of Chi-Chi’s as he
wai ts. CONCERT GOERS behind himline up.

He puts one down, then digs into his pocket -- and renbves a
single cigarette.

A hand snakes it fromhis grasp
The hand bel ongs to--

Benny. Dig his new suit. Blond streaks are gone. His hair
is back to dark.

ANDRES
Hel | o, Janes Bond.

BENNY
I was going for suave.

ANDRES
I was going to say nanly, but
I like yours better.

Benny waves the cigarette.
BENNY
| don’t see an energency. Do you
see an energency?

Andres rolls his eyes, then fishes out a packet of gum
Ni corette gum
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I got through a pack of these a day
too. That can’t be good either.

Benny hands it back to him G abs the other Chi-Chi.

BENNY
Andres, today | got a pedicure,
mani cure, ny hair dyed, ny eyebrows
waxed, and you know what | was
t hi nki ng?

ANDRES
That you di ed and gone to Heaven?

BENNY
That a straight man woul d have
never done any of this.

ANDRES
Benny, you are exaggerating. Lots
of straight nmen sal on

BENNY
I"’mtired of being pushed around.
| really need to stand up like a
man.

ANDRES
What you really need to do is
put your Chi-Chi down. Your
getting coconut all over your

cuf f s!
BENNY

Do you have an stain renover?
ANDRES

Yes, | carry it in nmy pocket all

the time. O course not, Benny!
BENNY

Qui ck! Get sone club soda or it

will stain!
Andres scurries off.
A HAND SLAPS Benny’ s back.
Dant e.



DANTE
Foo-foo drink? You turnin’
nance on ne? Hey, what’s with
the jacket? And where' s the rug?

Benny, junps, a bit taken aback. He |ooks around.

Dante sees the restroom across the way.

DANTE
Ah, there’s the pisser.
BENNY
Nance? You nust have ne
conf used. ..
DANTE

Hey, before we whack this SOB
let’s drop some sugar on the
bangtails. | heard LONG NGHARD
gets the bums rush. Real bulge
i s on DOLLYSGANMS.

Benny sees Dante’ s gun handl e poking out of his jacket.

Benny COUGHS, |owers his voice.

BENNY
Yeah. Bumis rush. No problem

DANTE
Meet ya by the one arm bandits.

Dant e | eaves.

Andres grabs Benny’'s arm

ANDRES
Cone on, its starting!
BENNY
VWhat ?
ANDRES
Faux Cher!
BENNY
But . ..

Too | ate. Andres whisks Benny into |ine.

I NT. CASINO — SLOTS AREA — MOMENTS LATER

28.
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A jungl e paradi se with banboo huts. Bruno dunps quarters
into a slot machine while studying the room

Dant e wal ks over, buckling his belt.

DANTE
| drain the main vein, the bathroom
attendant hands ne a towel and gets
a fiver. Nowthat’s a racket.

BRUNO
Get nme a Manhattan. Cocktail dame
must be sneakin’ a snoke.

DANTE
The hell you talkin about? You
just had some giggle juice. And
what happened to the other jacket?

BRUNO
What ? What ot her jacket?

DANTE
Forget about it. Quess who.

Dant e nudges Bruno towards the gam ng area.
CRAPS TABLE

Green Thunmbs McCGoo rolls a pair of dice. H s bodyguard keeps
ot her ganbl ers at bay.

A STICK HANDLER calls it.

STl CK HANDLER
W nner, seven!

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Luck o' the Irish be with ne.

I NT. CONCERT HALL — MOVENTS LATER
A giddy Benny and Andres in the front row Misic plays.
ON STAGE

MALE DANCERS bop amd flashing lights. A CHER LOCKALI KE
cones out in a long flow ng dress.

I NT. GAM NG AREA — EVEN NG

Bruno and Dante watch Reza sweeping the floor near the
Restroonms. A RESTROOMS CLOSED sign hangs off her cart.
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FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Reza told them G een Thunbs was a
Sat urday night regular, known to
partake in the Black Stuff which
caused endless trips to the can.
Pl an was, once G een Thunbs nmade a
nove for the restroom Reza was
gonna drop the CLOSED sign in
front...

DANTE
...and you have G een Thunbs
all to yourself. \When you're
done, | ook for Reza near the
enpl oyees entrance.
Bruno tenses, watches out of the corner of his eyes.

DANTE
Nervous? How about a cigarette?

BRUNO
Unbel i evabl e.
| NT. CRAPS TABLE - CONTI NUOUS

Green Thunbs downs his Gui nness. Looks over at a nearby
Bl ackj ack table.

Sees Tomy Two Timing, incognito with a cap and noust ache.
Tommy wat ches Bruno and Dante. Nods to Green Thunbs.

Green Thunbs drops the dice.
GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Argh. Me arse. | need to |lay
cable. Watch ne chips, |ads.
Green Thunbs | eaves. The bodyguard renains.
I NT. CONCERT HALL — STACE - CONTI NUCQUS

The dancers go into a slide, right up to the front row

A M CHAEL LOOKALI KE pirouettes near Benny.

ANDRES
Take away the eyeliner...the
foundation...its very frightening.

Good thing he’'s at culinary school
or 1'd swear it was--
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BENNY
M chael !

The M chael | ookalike hears himon stage...and trips.

M CHAEL
Benny?!'? |s that you?

BENNY
Kitchen’s cl osed!

Benny WAILS and heads towards the EXIT.

I NT. SLOT MACHI NES - CONTI NUQUS

Bruno wat ches Green Thunbs head i nside the Men’s Restroom
Reza, her back turned, drops off a RESTROOVM5S CLOSED sign

DANTE
Make hi m eat | ead, Bruno.

Bruno noves.
| NT. VEN S RESTROOM — MOMENTS LATER

Stalls facing each other at the far end. Only the |last stall
on the far right has feet and | egs visible.

Bruno marches on, renoves his gun. He stops. Thinks.
BRUNO
The bodyguard...he ain't here.
Wiy’'s this so easy?
He peers under the |ast stall.

BRUNO
VWhat the?...

Bruno KI CKS open the door.

A pair of shoes and prosthetic legs. No Geen Thunbs.

A stall door behind hi m CREAKS open. A H TMAN bal ances on a
toilet. He s got a wandering eye and a very big gun.

He i s LARRY LAZY-EYE and he junps out of the stall FIRI NG

Bruno | eaps into the closest stall. Bullets SPANK t he wood.
None find their mark.

Larry Lazy-Eye runs out.
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Bruno checks hinmself and runs after him

EXT. CONCERT HALL - CONTI NUQUS

Benny exits the concert hall when he hears GUNFI RE.
Ganbl ers SCREAM and run in all directions.

Larry Lazy-Eye bowl s people over. Com ng Benny’ s way.
Benny SHRI EKS. A hand grabs hi mfrom behi nd.

REZA
Here! Escape route behind ya!

Reza opens a door that says: NO ADM TTANCE EMPLOYEES ONLY.

Benny scanpers into the corridor

INT. MEN S RESTROOM - CONTI NUQUS

First stall on the left opens. G een Thunbs’ feet drop down
fromthe toilet. He walks out, surveys the damage.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Were be Bruno’ s corpse?
(realizing)
Larry Lazy-Eye, you stupid tosser!
Green Thunbs hears SCREAMS outside and exits.
I NT. CORRI DOR — CONTI NUQUS

Benny finds an open cl oset door, darts inside and SHUTS it.

EXT. CONCERT HALL - CONTI NUOUS

Larry Lazy-Eye FIRES into the air. People scatter. Larry
Lazy- Eye then SLAMS into Reza.

REZA
| know you. ..

Larry Lazy-Eye shoves her aside and charges into the sane
corridor Benny fl ed.

I NT. SIDE CORRI DOR — MOMENTS LATER

Benny, shakes, peeks out the doorway.
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Larry Lazy-Eye appears in the door crack. Looks inside.

LARRY LAZY- EYE
You! ? That’s inpossibl el

Benny SHRI EKS and SLAMS t he door.
Larry Laze-Eye lifts his gun. CLICK, CLICK Enpty.

EXT. CONCERT HALL - CONTI NUOUS

Bruno runs to Reza manning the door. Renoves his disguise.
Reza bl i nks.

BRUNO
Where’' d trigger man go?

REZA
Didn’t you...just...?

Reza points to the corridor. Bruno drops his disguise and
runs in.

Reza wal ks away, stunned. Blends into the crowd.

I NT. CORRI DOR - CONTI NUOUS

Larry Lazy-Eye searches his pockets. Hears a DOOR cl ose.
turns, sees Bruno approaching. H's gun out.

LARRY LAZY- EYE
I"’mseein it, but I ain't
believin it.
Larry Lazy-Eye runs away towards a side door exit.

Bruno sprints after him

INT. CLOSET - CONTI NUQUS
FOOTSTEPS run off. Benny whi ps open the door, runs out.

But CRASHES into Bruno, who's gun goes flying.

Bruno slunps to the floor. Knocked out.
Benny sl unps back into the closet. CQut cold too.

The cl oset door cl oses.



EXT. SIDE DOOR EXIT - CONTI NUOUS

Larry Lazy-Eye barges through the side door.

t he ni ght.
I NT. CORRI DOR — CONTI NUCQUS
Andres cautiously wal ks down the hall.
ANDRES
Benny? | saw you cone this way.
This is for enployee’s only...
He sees Bruno’s body ahead and GASPS.
Andres qui ckly grabs himand haul s hi mup.

EXT. SIDE DOOR EXIT — MOVENTS LATER
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Di sappears into

Andre’s drags Bruno into his car and then SLAMS the door.

He leaps in the driver’'s side and drives off.

SIRENS i n the di stance.

Monents |later, Big Cheese Lou’'s linobusine SKIDS to a stop
Mari o and Pauly junp out and head for the side door.

I NT. CORRDI DOR - CONTI NUQUS

Dant e wal ks past the closet door, holding Bruno’ s dropped w g

and gl asses in his hands.
A soft MOAN cones from the cl oset.

Dante opens it.

Benny, still out of it, rolls around on the floor.

MARI O (O S.)
Dante! This way!

Mari o and Pauly wave fromthe end side door exit.

Dant e pi cks up Benny over his shoulder. He SN FFS.

DANTE
That a new col ogne you got on,
Bruno?

INT. PIZZA KITTY — BOOTHS - LATER
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Mari o, Pauly, and Big Cheese Lou stare at Benny lying in a
booth. Benny is still out of it. Behind them the girls

pl ay topl ess ping-pong.

DANTE
Bruno nust be concussed. CQut cold
li ke a Janmmi can on skis.

MARI O
Hate to neet the nug who pasted
Br uno.
(nudges Paul y)
Hey, lets get a marker and wite
on his face.

Bl G CHEESE LOU
Wake his ass up.

Dante SLAPS Benny's face. Benny stirs...

BENNY
Sorry about the piri-piri, Andres.

...but then slips back into unconsci ousness.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Who the hell is Andres?

The ot hers shrug.

Bl G CHEESE LOU
Wiy was the trigger man there in
the first place? Was he gunnin’
for Geen Thunbs too? O ny son-in
-law lyin right here?

PAULY
You thinkin' there's a rat, Boss?

DANTE
And where is Reza, anyway?

I NT. PARADI SE CASI NO — QUTSI DE MENS RESTROOM — LATER
Crinme scene tape across the door. CASINO SECURITY m ||
around as FBI AGENTS and POLI CE work on the scene.

I NT. MENS RESTROOM - LAST STALL - CONTI NUOUS

FBI Agent Gordo holds one of the prosthetic legs. Hi's
col | eague, FBI AGENT CHU, cute, arrives with her notebook.
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FBI AGENT CHU
Trying to get a leg up on the
case?

FBI Agent Cordo ignores her.

FBI AGENT CHU
Deal ers confirmthat G een Thunbs
McGoo was here tonight. Left to
use the can shortly before al
this shit started.
(beat)
Casi no canera caught the perp with
the perm by the slots.

FBI Agent CGordo fingers the bullet holes.

FBI AGENT GORDO
Wiy the fake | egs?

FBI AGENT CHU
To fool soneone, obviously. The
shoot er thought his target was
sitting on the crapper.

FBI AGENT GORDO
No. Bullet holes are too high and
| evel . Shooter was in the stal
behind us. To do it right, you got
to be close, aimng down.

FBI AGENT CHU
So, the target was standing
outside this stall. A set up

FBI Agent Gordo storns off.
FBI Agent Chu raises her eyebrows.
I NT. BENNY' S APARTMENT — LI VI NG ROOM — MORNI NG

A DOCTOR listens to Bruno’s chest with a stethoscope as he
sl eeps. Andres waps a bandage around Bruno’s head.

ANDRES
...S0 | sing to you, waiting
endl ess nights, for you to be well
again, and in ny tights...

Bruno wakes. SWATS the Doctor’s hand.

BRUNO
What the hell is going on?



ANDRES
Fado. And, yes, | changed the
wor ds.

BRUNO

VWhere am | ?

DOCTOR
Home. Can you tell ne your nane?

Bruno shakes his head.

The Doct or

The Doct or

DOCTOR
Where you work? Your age? \Were
t he best deal on cashnere is in
t hi s Godf orsaken town?

BRUNO
You deaf? | already shook mnmy head.

DOCTOR
I was afraid of this. You' ve
suffered trauma to your tenporal
region that has tenporarily
di spl aced any nmenory recognition.
In other words, you have ammesi a.

touches Bruno’s head. Bruno SWATS agai n.

ANDRES
Ammesi a? Well, he better not
forget he owes ne noney on the
deposit for new duvee covers.

BRUNO
So, what, you give nme pills, |
get better. End of story, right?

DOCTOR
Oh, I'"’mnot a real Doctor. | just
play one on TV. This stethoscope
and bag are just props.

BRUNO
But you listened to ny chest.

DOCTOR
Quilty as charged. But this is
your whole |ife here. Walk around,
| ook at photos. Your nenory wll
cone back. I'msure of it.

hands Andres two tickets.

37.
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DOCTOR
Here’s nmy bill. Actually, it’s
tickets to CATS. This was fun

The Doctor |eaves. Andres leans in to Bruno with a pair of
tweezers and plucks an eyebrow.

BRUNO
What the hell are you doi ng?

ANDRES
G ving you two eyebrows. Benny,
when did you grow this bush?

Bruno pushes himaway. He stands, |ooks around the room
Wal ks over to a row of photos on the mantl e.

BRUNO
I don’t renenber a thing.
(beat)
This is my whole life, eh?
My nanme is Benny?

ANDRES
And | am Andres. Your friend.

Bruno stares at photos of Benny:

-hanging out with friends at a “Com ng Qut” barbecue.
-scream ng his head off on a roller coaster ride.
-screamng his head off at the petting zoo.

Bruno picks up a photo of Benny dressed as a wonman at a Mardi
Gas Party.

BRUNO
Let me get this straight.
(beat)
I’ma fruitcake?
INT. PIZZA KITTY — BOOTH - AFTERNCON
Musi c bl ares. MEN CHEER
Benny wakes, sits up. Feels the lunp on his head.

He sees: a TOPLESS COX twirl and | ose pizza dough...a
TOPLESS HOSTESS, on a unicycle, CRASH into a table.

Benny slinks towards the front door.
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INT. PIZZA KITTY - FRONT DOOR — MOMENTS LATER
Benny passes the celebrity wall.

Sees Bruno’s photo and stops to study it.

A TOPLESS SWORD SWALLOWER wal ks by.
Benny sticks the wall to avoid her, then slinks out the door.
EXT. STREET - QUTSI DE PI ZZA KITTY — MOMENTS LATER
Benny wal ks past storefronts, obviously confused.

BENNY
This isn't Atlantic City.

A SCUMW POOL SHARK exits a pool hall, holding a cue stick.
The man freezes. Hands Benny noney.

SCUMWY POCOL SHARK
I was gonna pay ya, | swear.
Here’s your cut.

BENNY
My cut for what? Wait...

SCUMWY POOL SHARK
Li ke fat chicks at last call in
there. Easy pickings.
The pool shark wal ks of f.

A SEWAGE WORKER ascends from a manhole. Sees Benny and
shakes his hand. His eyes well up.

SEWAGE WORKER
Shit was never so beautiful.
Thanks for saving the union.
Benny renoves his own hand in disgust.

SEWAGE WORKER
| can feed ny famly again!

A GANG OF THUGS part as if Benny is contagi ous.

A DELI OMNER runs up and plants a hoagi e on his hand.
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DELI OWNER
Jal apenos, anchovies, and heavy
on the Mracle Wi p. Just the
way you like it.

Benny backs away |ike the deli owner has |eprosy.
EXT. STREET — MOMENTS LATER

Benny sports a fur coat, a gold necklace, and a Cuban cigar.
He wal ks up to a phone boot h.

A CALLER inside sees him hangs up, and scurries away.

Benny studi es his surroundi ngs. People, everywhere, are
ei ther adoring himor avoiding him

He dials a collect call.

BENNY
I’mgoing to kill Andres. How dare
t hat Portugee | eave nme passed
out here...wherever | am
(waits)
Pick up, Andres. |’ mfreaking
out here...

A tap on his shoul der.

DANTE
Policel Gab sone air!

Benny SQUEALS, flutters against the glass.

DANTE
Got ya! Ha! That's a first!

Benny hol ds his hand over his heart feigning an attack.
Dante’s jacket opens up. H s gun handl e pokes out.
Benny sees it, his eyes widen. It hits him

BENNY
The Par adi se Casi no..

A lim SCREECHES to a halt. Pauly at the wheel. The rear
door swi ngs open. Dante notions Benny in.

DANTE
Get in. W're |late.
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BENNY
Alinp? Late for what? Aml
dressed okay?

I NT. LIMO — MOMENTS LATER

Benny pl ops down next to Mario. Dante squeezes in.

DANTE
The Boss wants to see you.
BENNY
Bruce Springsteen wants to see ne?
MARI O
What ?
DANTE
I think |l ooney tunes still has his

noodl e scr anmbl ed.

BENNY
I think there’s been a teeny
little mx up--

Mario’s gun flashes. Benny GULPS.

MARI O
You better wi se up that head of
yours because the Boss is | ookin’
toroll a few

DANTE
And stop talking |like a pussy.

Benny thinks. Hunches his shoulders. Lowers his voice.

BENNY
Looks |i ke we' re behind the eight
ball. FEr, right, fellas?

DANTE

Let’s just hope the Boss don't
wanna throw | ead.

EXT. LQU S LUBE & TUNE CENTER - LATER
A full service vehicle |ube and tune. TOPLESS FEMALE WORKERS

scurry between open hoods. Steam billows out of one, oi
gushes out of another. A sign says: COVE GET A LUBE JOB
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A TOPLESS TUNER trips over an air hose and drops an air
filter which rolls down a set of stairs.

I NT. UNDERGROUND PI'T - CONTI NUOUS

A TOPLESS O L CHANGER reaches under a truck, tugs on an oi
filter wench, then | eaps out of the way as a starter engine
CRASHES to the floor.

Behind her, the air filter rolls to a door.

Behi nd the door is

Bl G CHEESE LOU S SECRET HI DECQUT

Chairs, couch, and bar. Photos are tacked on a chal kboard of
Bi g Cheese, Bruno, Dante, and Pauly and Mario, drunk, at a
weddi ng. Reza has no photo, just a drawing of a rat.

Mari o, Pauly, and Dante watch the nonitors as a frustrated
TOPLESS O L CHECKER | ooks under a hood. Benny is appall ed.

MARI O
Twenty bucks says she pulls a spark
plug wre.

Bil | s changes hands.
The topless oil checker’s hand suddenly yanks out a dipstick.
The nmen CHEER.  Mari o and Benny GROAN.

PAULY
Pay up, ya nug.

A toilet FLUSHES. Big Cheese steps out from a bat hroom

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
A nmob boss is al ways paranoid.
Loyalty is the highest regard. |If
that is lost, you re done.

Bl G CHEESE LOU
So, furthernore, the only ones
who knew our plan are up here and
t hat soneone doubl e crossed us.

MARI O
You got to use that photo of ne,
Boss? | was pretty | oaded at

your daughter’s weddi ng.
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PAULY
That’ s because you kept feeling up
t he Organi st.

Mari o and Pauly G GAE.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Maybe | oughta have you two idiots
whacked i nst ead.
(beat)
Dante? What do you meke of this?

DANTE
Reza. ANt here. Guilty.

Bl G CHEESE LOU
Good point. Bruno, you wanna tip
your mtt?

BENNY
Excuse nme?

DANTE
You ain't stared at the npnitors
once.

MARI O

Yeah. Usually you bet on the
redhead to open anot her trunk.

Benny is at a | oss for words.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Who’'s the rat, Bruno?!?

Benny clears his throat. Rolls his shoul ders.

BENNY
Firstly, Reza is too friggin’
obvious. Big Cheese, you said you
hired Reza as a consultant, right?

MARI O
Bruno, the Boss just repeated it
before he hit the can.

BENNY
You went to her. She didn’t cone
to you. Think notive, people!
Bi g Cheese Lou wal ks over, takes out his gun. Benny GULPS.

Bi g Cheese Lou turns and FIRES at the chal kboard.
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Bl G CHEESE LQU
Bruno’s right! W got to | ook
beyond the obvious! | want
answers and | want them now

Bi g Cheese Lou puts an armaround a frozen stiff Benny.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Dante, find what you can about
Tommy Two Ti mi ng.

DANTE
What’ s Bruno gonna do?

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Never mind him |I’min charge!

Dante hesitates, then | eaves. Big Cheese Lou nudges Benny.

Bl G CHEESE LOU
Go see Mnnie. Find out who's
behind this, we'll put themin
a meat wagon. Savvy?

BENNY
M nni e? Were...?

Bl G CHEESE LQU

Your skull still goofy? The
Taboo Revue. She’'s the canary.

Bi g Cheese waves at his nonitors.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
| got customers com ng back every
week! Cl eanest engines in town!
An unt apped racket!

On one nonitor, a TOPLESS Tl RE ROTATOR has put on two
unmat ched tires on one side of a car.

She spins the socket gun and holsters it.

EXT. STREET - DAY

Bruno and Andres stroll. Bruno tugs at his clothes.
BRUNO
These threads. They' re too tight.
ANDRES
Benny, | wasn’t going to say

anyt hing, but...you gai ned weight.
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BRUNO
| did?
I NSERT A SERI ES OF SHOTS

-Bruno takes a bite of raspberry cheesecake outside a bakery.
He makes a face and dunps it in the trash.

-Andres tosses clothes over the change room door of a trendy
store. Bruno throws them back.

- Andres boogies with bare-chested male DANCERS in a CGo-Go
Club. Bruno dances like an 1980’s white male. They al
stop, nmake a face. Bruno gets the hint, wal ks away.
Bruno wal ks through the crowd towards the MENS RESTROOM
M chael exits the restroom holding a Mchelob Utra.

M CHAEL
Wl |, hello, stranger...

Bruno wal ks past himw t hout acknow edgi ng hi m
M chael can’'t believe it.
I NT. MEN S RESTROOM — MOMENTS LATER
Seemi ngly enpty. Bruno studies hinself in a mrror.
BRUNO
Gaysville. Sonehow, this life
don’t seemlike ne.

He hears a SCUFFLE froma stall. A TOUGH GAY' S voi ce.

TOUGH GAY (O S.)
Shut up! Get on your knees.

A WMY GAY' S voice foll ows.

W MPY GAY (O S.)
Don’t hurt me, please.

Bruno stares at the bathroomstall door. Instinctively, his
ri ght hand shoots for his left arnpit. Like he’ s reaching
for a gun. But, there’'s nothing there. He shakes it off.
Bruno eases stall door open.

Tough Gay, nuscular, in leather, releases Wnpy Gay.
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TOUGH GAY
Wait your turn, asshole.

Bruno yanks out Tough Gay, SLAMS himinto a wall.
Bruno nods to Wnpy Gay.

BRUNO
Be anywhere el se.

Wnpy Gay bows thanks and | eaves.
TOUGH GAY

| bet you've been in the joint

too. Make ne your bitch
Bruno twi sts Tough Gay’'s finger...and BREAKS it.
Tough Gay slunps to the floor, cradles his hand in shock.
A bottl e SHATTERS near the door.
M chael, frozen in awe, his feet covered in beer.
Bruno exits.

EXT. GO GO CLUB — MOVENTS LATER

Bruno stornms out to the sidewal k. Andres right behind him
hol ding his cell phone out.

ANDRES
Benny! The director wants you
back! We nust go!

BRUNO
Leave ne alone. | don’t know
what’'s wong with me. | got a

headache.

A BEAUTI FUL WOVAN wal ks by. Bruno's eyes follow her. A bit
t oo | ong.

BRUNO
Gans |ike that, she got to be a pro
skirt.
Andres grabs Bruno’s head.
And plants a |l ong hard ki ss.

Bruno, w de-eyed, finally shoves himoff.



BRUNO
| thought you said we're only
friends!

ANDRES
W are! | amsinply trying to

knock sense back in!

BRUNO
Because | checked out that kitten?

ANDRES
Kitten? Wy don’'t you cone out and
say pussy?

BRUNO
Kitten, |ooker, dolly, tomato. You
know, danes.

Andres surrenders. Goes behind Bruno’ s back.
BRUNO
Wait. If I'’mfruity, why am|
checki ng out babes?
A gl ass bottle DO NKS Bruno on the head.

Andres winding up again with a wi ne cool er.

BRUNO
oM  What was that for?
ANDRES
Stand still! The inpact nust be

preci se. ..
Bruno grabs Andres’ hand.

BRUNO
I don’t want to hurt you.

ANDRES
If you want the part back, you need
to get to the set this mnute.

Remmant s of the wi ne cooler spill out.
BRUNO
Now | ook what you did. | got

Very Berry runnin’ down nmy arm

M CHAEL (V.Q.)
Benny! There you are!
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M chael
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exits the Go-Go C ub.

ANDRES
Now i s not a good tine!

M CHAEL
Shush, Andres! Such a pest!

pushes past Andres.

ANDRES
Be brave, Benny! Resist himn
M CHAEL
Benny. You’ ve changed. [|I’'m
very i npressed.
(fl exes)
How do | | ook?
BRUNO

| know this bozo, Andres?

M CHAEL
Stop pretending to be sonething
you're not, you bitch. Acting
class is over. You should be
beggi ng ne to cone back.

Bruno straightens. Sizes up M chael.

M chael

BRUNO
Andres and | got to be sonepl ace
so |’ m gonna be nice and
resi st making you eat ny fist.
Step asi de.

pl aces his hand on Bruno’ s shoul der.

M CHAEL
You’ re not goi ng anywhere.

EXT. GO GO CLUB - ALLEY - SECONDS LATER

Bruno dunps M chael head first into a dunpster. He brushes
his hands after.

BRUNO
Audi tion, huh? Acting?

Andres stands stunned. Looks to Bruno, then the dunpster.
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ANDRES
You don’t |ike sugar, you have zero
fashi on sense, you cannot dance,
you speak a new | anguage, and you
have a thing for dunpsters. | give

up.

EXT. GREEN THUMBS MCGOO S MANSI ON — GARDEN - LATER

Green Thunbs PUREES shrubbery with his weed whacker. Hi's
bodyguard fol |l ows, rakes up debris.

Enter Tormmy Two Tim ng pushing Larry Lazy-Eye forward.

TOMW TWO TI M NG
Boss! Larry Lazy-Eye is here!

G een Thunbs swi vel s his weed whacker. Head hi gh.

LARRY LAZY- EYE
| plugged Bruno full of hol es!
| swear! On ny nother’s grave!

G een Thunbs nears Larry Lazy-Eye’'s face.

LARRY LAZY- EYE
There was two Bruno’ s!

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
You re pullin ne wre

LARRY LAZY- EYE
Two Bruno’s. | think he’s cloned.
They do that these days, you know.

G een Thunbs swi ngs his WH RRI NG weed whacker at Tommy.

GREEN THUVMBS MCGOO
This fella is off his nut.

TOVMY TWO TI M NG
My fault, Boss. He canme very
cost efficient. A second hit
is only half price.

G een Thunbs sw vel s his weapon back at Larry Lazy-Eye.

LARRY LAZY- EYE
Money back guarantee too!

G een Thunbs kills his notor. He lifts a mddle finger.



GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
How many fingers do you see?

LARRY LAZY- EYE
One.
(beat)
On each hand.
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G een Thunbs nods to his bodyguard who then snatches Tomy by
the head and jans a red root into his nouth.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO

Wi | e buffoonery can be bl anmed on

the matter at hand, you, Tommy,
ultimately responsible.

are

The bodyguard forces Tommy to eat the root.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO

The root in your mouth is the Irish
Jig, native to Dover farners who
paral yze unwi | Iing sheep. Perhaps
now t hat gob of yours m ght stop

yappi ng as wel | .

Green Thunbs turns to Larry Lazy-Eye. Hoists his weed

whacker high and FIRES it back up.
GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
As for you. | got ne nore
weedi ng to do.
Larry Lazy- Eye SCREAMS.

INT. STUDI O SET — HALLWAY — LATER

Bruno and Andres wander past WORKERS assenbling a set.

BRUNO

But | don’t renmenber how to act.
ANDRES

Just inprovise. Think Bruce

WIlis.

I NT. STREET CORNER SET - CONTI NUOUS

A CAST OF GANGSTERS and assorted weaponry wait against a

bui | di ng prop.

The Director, who chastised Benny before,
ACTOR, on crutches, wearing a cheerl eader

YELLS at a CRI PPLED
uni form
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Dl RECTOR
What | don’t understand is, how
the hell you can fall off the
float at the pride parade?!?

CRI PPLED ACTOR
Easy. Three Cosnopolitans and
two ponpons. You do the math.

Bruno i s guided through the doorway by Andres.

ANDRES
Benny i s back!

Dl RECTOR
Benny? No way. Forget it.

Bruno stops in the mddle of the set. Stares at the Cast of
Gangsters before him

Bruno i s hypnoti zed.

ANDRES
Hi s agent said soneone really
broke a | eg and that Benny
could try again.

The Director SIGHS, holds a script out to Bruno.

DI RECTOR
Go ahead. Cranp ny style. Page
fifty six.

Bruno opens it to the page.

Dl RECTOR
Al right everyone! Let’s rehearse
t hi s again!

The cast noves into their positions.

DI RECTOR
Now Benny, | want all man. | want
a menace. Bravado. This street is
yours. Bring it, baby.

Bruno nods. He wal ks forward, reading.
BRUNO
Un |I'’mhere to take over as the
new Capo around here.

A TOUGH MOBSTER st eps forward.
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TOUGH MOBSTER
We already got us a Boss. How
about you dust outta here.

BRUNO
Step aside. You are not hing.

An ARMED GANGSTER appears with a big gun.
Bruno blinks. He jolts.

This scene, the set up..
Starting to renenber. ..

ARMVED GANGSTER
How about | fill ya full of |ead?

Bruno thinks fast, tosses the script aside, grabs the tough
nobster and uses himas a human shi el d.

BRUNO
Drop the heat or I snap his neck

TOUGH MOBSTER
Oh! You're hurting ne!

Armed gangster | ooks around confused. So do the others.

ARMED GANGSTER
| thought Benny was supposed to--

BRUNO
Don’t even think about burning
powder! Do it now or | paste yal

@uns CLATTER on the fl oor. From t he ot hers.

Bruno shoved tough nobster off. He lunges forward, grabs
armed gangster. Gabs his gun.

BRUNO
You ever point a gat at ne again,
[l rip your throat, ya nug!

ARMED GANGSTER
kay, okay, |I'msorry...

BRUNO
Now who hired ya to bunp ne off?
Spill it!
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ARMED GANGSTER
Hred? | don’t understand! Hel p!

Bruno snaps out of it. He releases arned gangster.
Bruno i s back to being Bruno.

Dl RECTOR
Uh, Benny. ..

BRUNO
Bruno! M nane is Bruno!
(beat)
What is this? Wat am | doing
here? | ain’'t no actor!

Bruno heads for the door.

Andres bl ocks him

BRUNO
Qut of the way. You don’t know
who | really am | renmenber now.
ANDRES

| have spent many hours |istening
to you whine and cry and conpl ai n.
This is your dream Turn around.

BRUNO
What’s wwong with you? | ain't
no wussy gaycat! | got a life!

Bruno paces. Addresses everyone.

BRUNO
I could crush you all in one
squeeze of ny fist! | could

destroy you, torture you, grind
you up into a pulp and chew you
up! |I'ma made guy, a bad ass,
someone you don’t wanna fuck wth!

Bruno starts kicking props. Sone in the cast begin to cower.

BRUNO
Rubber guns, cheap suits, stupid
di al ogue. |I'moutta here.

DI RECTOR

Just a m nut e!
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BRUNO
What the hell do you want?!?

Dl RECTOR
You. You're rehired. Welcone
back to the set.

I NT. WARDROBE DEPARTMENT - LATER

Andr es pushes a dunbfounded Bruno into a roomfilled with
racks of assorted cl ot hes.

BRUNO
This is a joke. I'min a fairy
tale. Literally.
(beat)
Stop pushing nme, Andres. | hate it

when you do that.

ANDRES
Al t hough what you did back there
was not hing short of mracul ous,
soneti mes, you are hopel ess.

A | arge WARDROBE DUDE | ooks up from a gun nmagazi ne. A cigar
bet ween hi s sausage fingers.

WARDROBE DUDE
What can | do you...boys?

ANDRES
This is Benny. He will require
t he nobster’s uniform

Bruno drifts off.

BRUNO
The casino... hal Il way. .. al nost
remenber. ..

The war dr obe dude CHUCKLES as he rises froma stool.

WARDROBE DUDE
| didn’t know this was a conedy.

BRUNO
Hey, pal, you know where | can
shove that cigar? Lit?

ANDRES
Be nice, Benny.
(to \Wardrobe Dude)
( MORE)



ANDRES( cont ' d)

Don't worry, he is still in
character.

The war dr obe dude noves racks of clothes along a belt.
WARDROBE DUDE
Let’'s see...Policeman’s Uniform
Firefighter’s Uniform...
(1 ooks back at Bruno)
...Nurse’'s Uniform..
An idea H TS Bruno.
Bruno H TS wardrobe dude with his fist.
War dr obe dude H TS to the fl oor.

ANDRES
What did you just do?!?

Bruno grabs nunerous unifornms off the rack.

BRUNO
You said I'man actor, right?
Vell, its tinme for ne to act

and 1’ m gonna need war dr obe.
And lots of it.

(beat)

Hol d your arns out.

ANDRES
W' re stealing now? No.

Andres drops the unifornmns.

BRUNO
Look, Andres. | amnot the man you
think I am

ANDRES
Are you trying to go straight
agai n?

Bruno whi ps out a photo of Carnel a.

BRUNO

Who is this in the picture?
ANDRES

Your Mother. Carnela. Wy?
BRUNO

Carnela. | renmenber the name now.

OCh, Mama, how coul d you?
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Bruno shakes his head. Andres hugs Bruno.
Andres noves in for a kiss.
Bruno stops him

ANDRES
Just give into it, damm you

BRUNO
Where did you find nme |last night?
VWhere were we?

ANDRES
Atlantic City. Paradise Casino.
W saw Cher. O part of it.

BRUNO
And t hen. .

ANDRES
You ran away screan ng because of
M chael , there were gunshots. ..

BRUNO
| renenber. The hallway. | was
chasi ng. .

ANDRES

No, running away hysterically...

BRUNO
And then...for a split second, |
saw. .. and he nust have been picked
up by m stake by the guys...and is
nme Nnow. . .

Bruno punches the wall.

BRUNO
That dunb queer! He' |l get hinself
whacked, pretending to be ne!
Wrse is, everyone's gonna think
I’'ma girlie in glad rags!

Bruno bends down and picks up the uniformns.

BRUNO
I need your heap. Keys, now.

EXT. ALLEY — EVEN NG

A taxi pulls up. Benny steps out, faces a dark alley.

56.
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BENNY
Wait...where' s the Taboo Revue?

TAXI DRIVER (O S.)
Fr eak!

The taxi speeds off.

EXT. ALLEY — MOVENTS LATER

Benny sees a sign above a bullet riddl ed door: TABOO REVUE
He hears a FOOTSTEP behi nd himand whirls around.

No one there.

Benny KNOCKS on the door. A slot in the door slides open. A
GRUFF VA CE from w t hin.

GRUFF VA CE
Yeah?

BENNY
Un M nnie please.

The sl ot SHUTS. Nothing happens. Benny rolls his shoul ders.
KNOCKS agai n.

BENNY
Let ne inor I'll rip out your
guts, squash your ugly nmug down
to your ass, and punt ya through
t he uprights!

The sl ot opens. So does the door. The gruff voice bel ongs

to a DWARF standing on a stool. Benny does a double take.
DWARF
Sorry, Bruno. It didn’t sound |ike

you. Mnnie’ s on stage.
I NT. TABOO REVUE STACE — MOVENTS LATER

A smal | stage, thick velvet curtains, circa 1920s. MNNE, a
vi vaci ous bl onde, finishes her best Mae \West.

She tugs a HORNY FAN' s tie am d WOLF WHI STLES.

M NNI E
...thank you so nuch, thanks for
the waltz, your feet was too fast
but we all have our faults, so
just unlock that door and |ay down
( MORE)
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M NNI E( cont ' d)
that gun, it's hard on you, it's
hard on ne, but pardon nme if | |
and run. ..

ove

She shoves himoff. Horny fan collapses in ecstasy. Mnnie
does a bow, blows kisses, and exits the stage.

I NT. BACKSTAGE DRESSI NG ROOM — MOMENTS LATER

Mnnie sits down on a chair. Fixes herself in the mrror.
She sees Benny wal k up behind her. Roll his shoul ders.

BENNY
Wwrd is, doll face, you re the
stoolie for Reza.

M NNI E
Reza? She does her own thing.
You’ re wasting your tine, Sugar

Mnnie gets up and tries to wal k past. Benny grabs her.

M NNI E
Oh, baby, | only kiss and tell.
You know that. So it |ooks like
you' Il have to rough nme up

Benny grabs her, kisses her hard, then rel eases her.

M NNI E
Racet r ack. Pri vat e Box.

BENNY
Good girl.

M nnie, flustered, gathers herself.

M NNI E
You ki ssed ne...does that nean?...

Benny grabs Mnnie. She YELPS. He tugs at her hair.
Of conmes a wg.
Mnnie is a man.
BENNY
Don’t nean a thing, Sugar. But
I know a drag queen when | see
one.

Benny wal ks out.
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M NNI E
First post is at seven! Call ne!

EXT. ALLEY — MOMENTS LATER
Benny exits the alley and flags down anot her cab.
INT. TAXI CAB - MOMENTS LATER

Benny slides in. The NEW DRI VER | ooks back.

NEW DRI VER
Where to, Mac?
BENNY
Racetrack doesn’t open until
seven. . .
(beat)

Take me to The Pizza Kitty.
There’s someone | got to check out.

NEW DRI VER
Rock on! Best pepperoni and feta
slice in town! Maybe I'll join yal!

Benny rolls his eyes as the driver floors it.

EXT. ALLEY - CONTI NUOUS
A cigarette LIGHTS in a doorway at the end of the alley.
Dante. He KNOCKS on the door for the TABOO REVUE
INT. PIZZA KITTY — LATER
Benny scans the photos in the | obby, zeroing in on Bruno.
BENNY
Who are you, Uni-brow? Wy do they
think I amyou?

A SEXY WAITRESS, in a bikini, strolls up.

SEXY WAl TRESS
Drink, M. G ordano?

BENNY
What did you call nme?!?

SEXY WAl TRESS
Your nane. M. G ordano.
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Benny | eans back against a wall in shock.

BENNY
Mamma M a.

He grabs a Manhattan off her tray and takes a gul p.

BENNY
Bring ne another. On second
t hought, make it a fuzzy navel.
And doubl e the schnapps.

The sexy waitress brushes his chest.

SEXY WAl TRESS
I’d like to see your fuzzy navel .

He renoves her hand.

BENNY
(rolls his shoul ders)
So many wonen, so little tine.

Benny takes another [ ong gulp.

SEXY WAI TRESS
You nust really | ove your wife.

Benny SPRAYS whi skey everywhere.

BENNY
Where' s the phone?

SEXY WAl TRESS
In here? You crazy? They're
probably all tapped. You know
t hat .

The sexy waitress hands himher cell phone.

SEXY WAl TRESS
Here. Use m ne.

EXT. GREEN THUMBS MCGOO S MANSI ON — GARDEN — LATER
Green Thunmbs McGoo salts slugs. His bodyguard foll ows him

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Japers! | can rid gangsters
fromnme turf but | can not keep
slugs from ne yans.
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A corn stal k shakes. The bodyguard investigates. WAP! The
bodyguard falls to the ground. Qut like a light.

Dante steps out fromthe corn. Places his gun nuzzle at a
stunned G een Thunbs McCGoo’ s head.

DANTE
Your pal ooka m ssed Bruno.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Aye, Larry Lazy-Eye is as useless
as tits on a bull.

Dante hol sters his weapon

DANTE
My di bs changed. Instead of thirty
percent when Bi g Cheese is gone, |
now demand fifty. No |ess.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Lay off! That’s a partnership!

Dante renoves his gun again. Ainms at Geen Thunbs’ head.

DANTE
M ght be a nonopoly if you don’t
nod your skull. Fifty percent plus

your life is a great fucking deal

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
I nmust be | oopers to agree.

DANTE
The only thing that stands between
me and Big Cheese is Bruno. |
beconme nunber two man. The only
t hi ng that stands between ne and
you, is this gun. Now, what’s
it gonna be?

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Wiy don’t ya just kill Bruno
your sel f?

Dante re-holsters his gun. Lights a cigarette.

DANTE
He's the underboss. | can’t do a
made guy. |’d be whacked before I

rel oaded. Shooter has to be from
outside. That neans you.



Tormy Two Tim ng appears, drooling.

Dante stares at Tommy Two Ti m ng,

TOMW TWO TI M NG
Dante, didth you take caref Retha
yet? Shet haw ne at he Cat hi no.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Aye, best not to have | oose ends.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Thi s buffoon needed to be grounded.

DANTE
Bruno’ s gonna take care of Reza
for us. And | know exactly where
she’s gonna be. Boys, | have a new
pl an.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Switching sides, |lure of noney,
the pursuit of power...this is what
nobster life is all about. They
can’t stop. And they won’t. Not
for anybody.

INT. PIZZA KITTY — LATER
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then at G een Thunbs.

Benny paces as he speaks into the cell phone. A NAKED
WHEELCHAI R WAI TRESS gl i des past himwith a tray of drinks on

her | ap.

BENNY
Fess up, Mother. | know the
nane G ordano. It’s your sister’s

nane. You know, the childless
one you don’'t speak to?
(1istens)

Then who is Bruno?

The naked wheel chair chick CRASHES into the stage,

BENNY
Ch, Mot her. .

Benny shuts off the cell and collapses in a booth.

He cl oses his eyes.

A drink is placed on the table.

A HAND t ouches hi s shoul der.

ti ps over.
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BENNY
| told you, you got no chance with
nme, honey.

But its a man’s hand.

BRUNO
You' re too daisy for nme anyway.

Benny springs to his feet.
Bruno, wearing a doctor’s uniform w g, and glasses. He

renoves the wi g, grabs Benny, and shoves himinto a pool
tabl e where a couple of POOL PLAYERS are about to break.

BRUNO
How much of ny life have you
screwed up?

BENNY
Nice to neet you too, bro.

BRUNO
How gay am | now?!?

The pool players raise their eyebrows.
Bruno grabs a cue stick and stands |ike a batter.

BRUNO
Want me to go A-Rod on your ass?

The pool players wisely retreat.

BENNY
How di d you know to find ne here?
BRUNO
CGee, | don’t know. Maybe the fact
you're pretending to be ne. | got
news for you, pal. This ain't no
Queer Eye for the Wse CQuy.
BENNY
It’s not easy being you. | had to
lower nmy 1Q and scratch nyself.
BRUNO
Try waking up a mndl ess hono.
BENNY
( LAUGHS)

You were gay?
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BRUNO
Hey, you're tooting the wong
ringer. | saw no action, okay?
BENNY

So we totally switched rol es.
BRUNO

| tell ya, poor Andres is one

confused honbre.

Bruno |lines up the cue ball

BENNY
If you hurt himin any way...
And breaks. ..
BRUNO
Rel ax. You'll be the one breaking
his heart.

I NT. TABOO REVUE - LATER

FBI Agent’s Gordo and Chu stand over a body under a tarp. AN
OFFICER i fts an edge.

M nnie. Dead. The wig stuffed in his nouth.

OFFI CER
He/ she just finished his/her set.
The dwarf found hi nf her about
an hour ago.

FBI AGENT CHU
Robbery? Trick gone bad?

FBI AGENT GORDO
Wg stuck in her trap? Snells
like a | oose end. Where's
the dwarf? He's our w tness.
The dwarf cones out of a restroom Dressed as Mae West.

DWARF
The show nust go on.

He wal ks out of the room and onto the stage. CHEERS erupt.
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INT. PIZZA KITTY - POCOL TABLES - LATER

Bruno, wearing his wig, banks a shot. Benny twirls his cue.

BRUNO
And you ain’t never heard from our
fat her?
BENNY
Mot her refused to speak his name.
BRUNO
Al this tine, |I thought I was an

only child. Now !l find out I got a
brother...and he's fruit of the
wonb.

BENNY
And | cone to find out I got a
brot her who’'s a scunbag gangster.

Bruno steps forward. Cocks his fist.

BRUNO
You wanna sock in the skull?

Benny advances too.
BENNY
Take one nore step and | paste your
nmush.
Bruno | owers his hand.

BRUNO
Your shot, bro.

BENNY
I nean, you really talk like this?
Mugs, pal ooka, take a powder...
Bruno gives hima bl ank | ook.
Benny hits the cue ball. Too soft, it barely noves.
Bruno LAUGHS

BRUNO
You got a linp wist.



BENNY
Wiy am | even hel ping you? Wat
good did you do for ne?

BRUNO
Not hi ng. Except | got you your
part back.
BENNY
The audition?
BRUNO
Pi ece of cake.
BENNY
Thank you.
BRUNO

And what good have you done for ne?

BENNY
Only where to find Reza the Rat.

BRUNO
Don’t be a bunny.

Bruno |lines up a shot.

BENNY
Bi g Cheese had ne visit Mnnie at
t he Taboo Revue. Have her spill it

to me. And he did. Boy, did he.
Bruno m sses.

BRUNO
Mnnie is a guy? No shit?

Benny nods.

BENNY
So, | know where to find Reza. Now
we can work this out together.

BRUNO
What's in it for you?
BENNY
It’s personal. But think about it.

There are two of us. And no one
but us knows it.
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BRUNO
How do | know you won't ness it up?

The sexy waitress arrives, taps Benny’'s arm

SEXY WAl TRESS
There you are, M. G ordano.
Here's your fuzzy navel .

EXT. RACETRACK - PARKI NG LOT - LATER
Bruno and Benny sit on the hood of Andres’ car.

BRUNO
So Reza is in there, eh?

Benny nods.

BRUNO
Not hi n” but an enpty suit! 1’1l go
section eight on your butch ass! |
know you ratted ne out, Reza!

BENNY
Cal mdown. You are not going to
speak to her.

BRUNO
Damm right I won’t! |’ mgonna fil
her with daylight!

BENNY
What she needs is sonmeone to
confide in. A people person

EXT. RACETRACK - BETTI NG AREA - MOMENTS LATER

BETTORS |line up to wager. The speaker ANNOUNCES first post
in 5 mnutes.

Benny searches the crowd.
BENNY
(quietly, to hinself)
kay, Reza. What do you | ook
like? Howdo I find you?

Dante SLAPS Benny in the back. Benny junps.
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DANTE
These mugs that pray here and at
church? Difference is, here they
mean it.

A pair of binoculars dangle fromhis neck

BENNY

What are you doi ng here, Dante?
DANTE

Let’s just say, Mnnie sang ne a

t une.
Benny SNI CKERS.
EXT. UPPER SECTI ON — M NUTES LATER

Bettors CHEER as horses sprint. Dante scans the crowd bel ow.
Benny wi pes nacho cheese off his shoes.

BENNY
Wiy are we up here? It snells
awful . And gross.

DANTE
| snell a rat.

Benny backs away.

BENNY
VWhere?!? Does it have teeth?!?

Dant e grabs Benny’'s head and plants the binoculars on him
Benny sees Reza sitting alone in a VIP private box.
Dant e takes his binocul ars back.

DANTE
Go take her out.

BENNY
Take her out where?

DANTE
Enough with the w secracks, Bruno.
It aint you.

He hands Benny an i cepi ck.
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DANTE
A quick thrust, up, and tw st.
Turn her brains to nush.

Benny rolls his eyes, wal ks off, and pockets the icepick.

DANTE
Meet ya out front.

EXT. PRI VATE BOX — MOMENTS LATER

Benny takes a seat next to Reza studying her racing form
Reza freezes.

BENNY
I” m supposed to take you out.

REZA
I’ m surprised you even tal ked.

A WAI TER wal ks by with a tray of two Manhattans. Benny stops
him grabs the drinks.

BENNY
Anot her round. Make it snappy.

WAI TER
Yes, sir. O course.

BENNY
And don’t skinp on the cherries.

The wai ter blinks, then | eaves.

REZA
(tears)
|’ m scared, Bruno. W were set
up. | saw...| saw. ..
BENNY
I’mhere, girl. Let it out.

EXT. RACETRACK PARKI NG LOT — LATER

Benny wanders outside the gates. Dante appears from behind a
m ni van, snoki ng.

DANTE
Reza i ced or what?

BENNY
W were set up, Dante. There
i s soneone on the inside.
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DANTE
You don’t say. Come with ne.

Dante | eads Benny to his car, a Crown Victoria.
Dante renoves a sap. About to swi ng at Benny when. .

BENNY
Mnd if | bum snoke?

Dante stops, |ooks at Benny. Pockets the sap. He then hands
Benny a cigarette and lights it.

Benny takes a deep drag. Blows a steady stream of snoke.

BENNY
| always |like to snoke when |’ ve
been drinking. Wy is that?

DANTE
Yeah, that’s...not right.

BENNY
kay, so Reza tells ne she sees
anot her hitman, so she freaks
and decides to go into hiding.
Wiy was anot her shooter there?
And with a | azy eye? Crazy.

Police cars SKID to a stop by the entrance. OFFICERS rol
out and flood the turnstil es.

BENNY
VWhat’'s all the commoti on?

Dante’s car SCREECHES off. Wth Dante in it.
Benny stands there alone. Confused.
Bruno SKIDS Andres’ car next to Benny.
BRUNO
Get in, Benny! Now
I NT. ANDRES CAR - MOMENTS LATER
Bruno floors it.
BRUNO

What happened in there? D d you do
sonmet hing to Reza?



BENNY

No, nothing. W just talked.

BRUNO

Someone tipped off the flatfoots.

What did Reza say?

BENNY
Nicky’s Dive Bar. Int
W' Il find the shooter

he Vill age.
in there.

He drives a Red Cadill ac.

BRUNO
Ni cky’ s? The hell ist

BENNY

hat ?

It’s gay bar. Onh ny CGod, its so

much fun. ..

EXT. N CKY'S DI VE BAR — LATER

A flashy dance club. Loud disco nusic blares.

Bruno cruises in the parking |ot,

I NT. ANDRES CAR - MOMENTS LATER

sees a red Cadill ac.

Benny flips down the mirror and fixes his hair.

BENNY
Don’t wait up for me.
BRUNO
This one is mne. Tine to put the
screws on.
BENNY
He'll spot you a mile away. How

will you get to hinf

Bruno reaches behind him Pulls out a fireman’ s cap.

BRUNO
When in the Village..

BENNY
Macho, macho nman. ..

INT. N CKY'S DI VE BAR — MOMVENTS LATER
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A BUFF DOORMAN opens the door fromoutside. Bruno, in a

Firefighter’s Uniformand wearing a fake nustache and
gl asses, enters. CUSTOMERS gl ance over and swoon.

BUFF DOORMAN
W warn them where to park.
But do they listen? Noooo.

Bruno searches the crowd.
Benny bunps into himfrom behind.
Wearing a cowboy uniformconplete with a cowboy hat.
BRUNO
I thought you said you was gonna
wait in the car.

BENNY
And pass up a chance to go drag?

Bruno gives hima | ook.

BENNY
I’mkidding. W' |l cover nore
ground this way.

Bruno sees Larry Lazy-Eye at the bar.

BRUNO
There’s the nug now. |’ mgoin’ in.

Benny begins to dance.

BENNY
So am .

Bruno makes his way over to the bar.
Benny nmakes his way to the dance fl oor.
Bruno taps Larry Lazy-Eye on the shoul der.

BRUNO
You drive a red Caddy?

LARRY LAZY- EYE
It drives ne, baby.

BRUNO
You' re parked in a fire | ane
and are in violation of city
ordi nance. .. section 42a.
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Larry Lazy-Eye turns. His face is cut up, patches of
are m ssing.

LARRY LAZY- EYE
Section 42a? Ain't that the one
about dog crap on the sidewal k?

A few drunks SN CKER
Bruno leans in. Strokes Larry’s arm
BRUNO
Don't be like that. Wy don’t you
cone outside, check out ny nozzle?

LARRY LAZY- EYE
Works for ne.
INT. N CKY' S DI VE BAR - DANCE FLOOR - CONTI NUQUS
Benny dances and twirls his hat.
Unawar e that Bruno has gone out the back door.
EXT. N CKY' S DI VE BAR — REAR DOOR - MOMENTS LATER
Larry Lazy-Eye steps outside. No one is around.
LARRY LAZY-EYE
Wait! There ain't no fire

| ane out here!

BRUNO
You just got hosed.

Bruno whi sks Larry Lazy-Eye’s gun from his hol ster and

renmoves his fake noustache.

BRUNO
Par adi se Casino. W put the
contract out on ne?

LARRY LAZY- EYE
| don’t know what you’'re talking
about. Wo the hell are you?

Bruno CHOPS hi m across the jaw

LARRY LAZY- EYE
Okay! It was Tommy Two Timing! He
brought ne in! Geen Thunbs is
runnin’ the show
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BRUNO
How di d you know | woul d be there?

LARRY LAZY- EYE
I"’ma part time psychic?

Bruno raises his fist.

BRUNO
| oughta treat you to nore chin
music if you don’t speak up!

LARRY LAZY- EYE
Alright! Look, | got no ties to
Green Thunbs. He didn’t even pay
me. And | ook what that psycho did
to ne.

BRUNO
Tomrmy had to find out from sonmeone
el se. Who is the damm snitch?

LARRY LAZY- EYE
Can | go? N cky' s got beer in
his fridge gettin’ way too cold.

Bruno grips hi m harder.

BRUNO
I"mtalkin to a stiff right here.

LARRY LAZY- EYE
Dant e! It was Dant e!

Bruno rel eases him Stutter steps backwards in shock.

BRUNO
Take a bunk. Go.

LARRY LAZY- EYE
He’s your neat. | don’'t know
what else to tell ya

Larry Lazy-Eye reaches for the door handl e.

BRUNO
You could never rub ne out. You
know that, right?

LARRY LAZY- EYE
Not when there’s two of you.
Good cl one job, you ask ne.
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SIRENS in the distance.
Police cars roll up

SHOUTS from bar patrons of “It’s a raid!”

EXT. N CKY'S DI VE BAR - PARKING LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Ni cky’ s custoners begin stream ng out of the club. Running
hysterically past the arnms of police.

Benny runs out, goes to Andres’ car.
A Fed car SCREECHES to a halt next to Benny.

FBI AGENT GORDO
Get in, Bruno! Now

I NT. FBlI AGENT GORDO S CAR - MOMENTS LATER
FBI Agent CGordo floors it. Benny holds on to the dash

BENNY
This seens to be a thene...

FBI AGENT GORDO
M nni e over at the Taboo Revue is
dead. Wtness gave us Reza at the
racetrack. | guess we just m ssed
you there.

Benny slunps in his seat.

FBI AGENT GORDO
Rel ax. Sanme witness puts Dante
there after you

FBI Agent CGordo races through a stoplight.

BENNY
Dante. He nust have fol | owed ne.
How di d you know I was here?

FBI AGENT GORDO
Reza said you m ght be naking sone
poor |azy-eyed sap’s life
m ser abl e.
(beat)
Be honest with ne. Did you whack
t he hitnman?
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BENNY
No. That wasn’t our, er, ny
i ntention.

FBI AGENT GORDO

favor. Pack your bags.
I

e a
0 i n Baham an sand.

Do
Go strol

BENNY
Were are you taking nme?

FBI ACGENT GORDO
Hone. To your wife.
EXT. N CKY' S DI VE BAR - PARKING LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Bruno hides in Andres’ car. He peers out the wi ndshield and
sees cops bl ocking the exits.

He thi nks -- and reaches behind for a uniform

EXT. N CKY' S DI VE BAR - STREET - MOMENTS LATER
Pol i ce have the parking | ot barricaded.

Bruno, in a policeman’s uniform wal ks past a row of cops who
don’t bat an eye.

He finds an unoccupied police cruiser on the street. He
casually enters the car and drives off.

EXT. BRUNO S MANSI ON — LATER

FBI Agent CGordo’s car | eaves.

Benny stands outside the gates. Hears Chinese instrunents.
EXT. BRUNO S DRI VEWAY — MOMENTS LATER

Benny pushes the gates open. He sees Mna, her back to him
on the grass practicing Tai-chi

GRASS

Mona goes through her notions. Eyes closed, focus. Careful.
Confucius say, man who sit on tack, get point!

But Benny doesn’t heed the warning and wal ks up to her.

BENNY
Uh, excuse ne...



Mona flips Benny. He THUWMPS the ground hard.
MONA
That, dear husband, is for not
com ng hone | ast night.
Benny stunbles, tries to get back up.

BENNY
I am..not your...husb...

Mona kicks himin the groin. He collapses in a heap.

MONA

Wiy is this so easy?
BENNY

Stop! We...need to...talk!
MONA

Tal k? You never want to talKk.

(beat)
Oh, shit. | really hurt you

Mona helps himto his feet. Turns his hands over.

MONA
Did you get a manicure?

Benny crosses his legs in pain. Barely able to stand.

MONA
I hit you hard, didn't 1? Aw,
let me feel the little guy.

Her hand di ves down inside his pants. Feels around.

BENNY
The | ast person to have their
hand down there wore buttl ess
chaps and Aqua Vel va!

She squeezes HARD. Benny wi nces.

MONA
You' re not Bruno! I know Bruno,
and you aren’t him

BENNY
(raised a few octaves)
This may...surprise you, but
this is not the first time...|
was beaten up by a girl...



MONA
Who the hell are you?

INT. BRUNO S KI TCHEN - LATER

Mona and Benny sip Chianti at the counter.

MONA
Twi n brothers?

BENNY
| just found out that nmy nother is
not mne by birth. | was given to

her by soneone el se.

MONA
I know Momma Leol a has a sister
sonewhere but she refuses to talk
about her. W had no idea this
sister had a child. Her child.

Mona reaches for nore w ne.

MONA
So where do you think nmy Bruno is?

BENNY
At a gay bar.

Mona SNICKERS. Fills up their w ne gl asses.

MONA
Bruno at a gay bar? R ght. This
fromthe guy who quit snoking the
day he heard Brits called
cigarette’ s fags.

BENNY
He went to talk with a killer and
t he cops suddenly showed up

MONA
Let ne get ny keys.

BENNY
Were are we goi ng?

MONA
Bruno went to “talk” to a hitman?
"1l need bail nopney...contact the
| awyer...call ny father..
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Mona di sappears down the hall.

BENNY
I haven’t told you the bad
news yet. | think one of

Bruno’s buddies is in serious
trouble. Sonething he did
to a diva naned M nni e.

MONA (O S.)
Yeah? Wo?

Mona suddenly SHRI EKS.

Tormy Two Timng appears fromthe hallway. Holds Mona and a
| arge gun.

Benny gets up and runs to hel p.

But a HAND reaches him from behind. Benny whirls around.
Dante stands there, snoking a cigarette.

Dant e PUNCHES Benny to the ground.

Dant e bends down, renoves his cigarette. Shows it to Benny.

DANTE
These things will kill you.

Dante SINGES the cigarette on Benny's |ower forearm Benny
YELPS and squirmns.

DANTE
Fun Park. Eight pm Tel
Bi g Cheese his life for Mna’s.
Dante then grabs Benny by the chin. Studies him

DANTE
Tel |l your brother too.

Dante cocks his fist back again...and KNOCKS Benny out.
I NT. HARDWARE STORE — LATER

A typical mni-mall hardware store. Except this one has
TOPLESS CLERKS and a sign that says: COVE I N AN GET NAI LED

I NT. HARDWARE STORE - OFFI CES — CONTI NUOUS

Bi g Cheese Lou watches out the wi ndow, sees a TOPLESS TILE
SETTER squeeze calk to a cheering set of MALE CUSTOVERS.
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The EX- OMNER of the store hands hima gl ass of chanpagne.

EX- OA\NER
... course, | never thought 1'd see
the day when this little shop woul d
steal customers from Honme Depot.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Topl ess home renovations! Anot her
unt apped racket!

Bi g Cheese Lou hands hima suitcase full of noney.
H s cell phone RINGS. He picks up.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
It’s your nickel. Shoot.
(1'istens)
Bruno. What’'s so damm i nport ant
you gotta interrupt my business?

I NT. BRUNO S KI TCHEN — CONTI NUOUS
Benny | eans on the counter dabbing ice at his jaw

BENNY
Mona is in trouble...

I NT. HARDWARE STORE — CONTI NUOUS
Mario and Pauly sit in a patio chair display.

MARI O
So, its dark, right. [I'’mputtin’
t oot hpaste on ny toot hbrush, |
start brushing ny teeth. Tastes
bad so | | ook down. The tube says
Preparation H

PAULY
This don’t have a happy ending.

MARI O
Wrse part is, | put ny finger down
nmy backside to check, it cones up
snelling mnty fresh. | got to get
nmy eyes checked.

A TOPLESS PAI NT CLERK manual | y shakes a can of paint.
PAULY

Toots, you keep shakin’ that, we
gotta get a bigger “oops” table.



81.

BI G CHEESE LQU (O . S.)
Mario! Pauly! In here now

They pretend not to hear.

Bl G CHEESE LOU (O S.)
Get in now or you' |l be wearing
shoes caked in cement!

Mari o and Pauly scranble out of their chairs.

PAULY
| can’t do the river. No way.

MARI O
Hey, Pauly. Do fish really eat
your eyeballs first? Because |I'd
hate that if it was true.

EXT. CTY PARK - LATER

Momma Leol a, gray now, sits on a bench hol ding the photo of
Benny and Carnela. Bruno is next to her.

BRUNO
Wen | was a kid, | found an old
photo albumfromltaly in your
trunk. The lady in this photo
was in that al bum

MOWWA LEQLA
I don’t know who this lady is,
but she is dead to ne!

BRUNO
Cone on, Moma. Enough.

MOMWVA LECLA
I mss Benny so nuch!

BRUNO
Wiy didn’t you tell me | had
a twin brother?

MOWWA LECLA
Carnel a was not able to concei ve.
I had you two. She paid our
passage to this new world, so for
that I owe. But what does she do
to thank nme? Steals ny G useppe!
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BRUNO
The father | never knew.

I NT. BENNY' S APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM — LATER

Bruno undresses out of the policeman’s uniform He picks up
t he phone and di al s.

Andr es wat ches Bruno.

BRUNO
Sorry, Andres. It’s personal.
"1l explain to you in a sec.

Andres nods and di sappears. Bruno’s call is answered.

BRUNO
Hey, Mona, baby. I1t’'s ne. |
got a lot of explaining to do...
(1'istens)
Who the hell is this?!'?

I NT. BRUNO S KI TCHEN — CONTI NUOUS
Benny cradl es the phone, |ooking out the w ndows. Shaki ng.

BENNY
Your twi n brother, neathead.
Listen to nme, Bruno. Dante took
Mona.

I NT. BENNY' S APARTMENT — CONTI NUOUS
Bruno squeezes the receiver. The plastic CRACKS.

BRUNO
I"1'l kill that rat bastard!

BENNY (V. Q)
He said Fun Park. Eight o' clock
(beat)
Look, this isn't fun anynore. |'m
in over ny head...

A gun COCKS.
Bruno turns around.
Andres |l evels Larry Lazy-Eyes’ gun at Bruno.

ANDRES
Put the phone down.



BENNY (V. Q.)
I wish I could help, but I'm
too afraid!

Bruno pl aces the phone back on the cradle.
I NT. BRUNO S KI TCHEN — CONTI NUOUS
Benny hears a dial tone.

BENNY

Bruno? You there? Dante knows |'m
not you anynore! Hello?

Benny tries to Star 69 but the nunber is bl ocked.

He gat hers hinsel f.

BENNY
| can do this. | am an actor.

I NT. BENNY’ S APARTMENT — CONTI NUOUS

Andres wavers with the gun.

ANDRES
Your chest.
BRUNO
Look, | know I'mirresistible, but

this aint a good tine to be
hittin on nme again.

ANDRES
Benny waxes his chest. What | see
in front of me is a bear.

BRUNO
Put the gun down.

ANDRES
Who are you? \Were is Benny?

A KNOCK at the door. Andres turns his head.
Bruno snat ches the gun from Andres.
BRUNO
Benny is ny twin brother. |

was gonna tell you, but | just
found out nyself a while ago.

Bruno tucks the gun in his pants and answers the door.
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M chael , hol ding a bouquet of flowers. He throws hinself
down at Bruno' s feet.

M CHAEL
Pl ease take nme back! | beg you

Bruno SIGHS. Looks over to Andres.

BRUNO
G me five mnutes?

ANDRES
Wth pleasure.

EXT. LIVING ROOM — MOMENTS LATER

Bruno hands M chael hanki es as he SOBS on Benny’s couch.

M CHAEL
...and | came to realize how
selfish I was. | was always gifted

wi th an awesone physi que and
God-li ke features, but inside

| still felt Iike a Kkid.

BRUNO
Go on.

M CHAEL
Vell, | was nmade to al ways act
t ough because of the walls |
built around nyself. | want to

open up, but I'"mafraid of being
vul ner abl e.

BRUNO
Li ke, as if you had to protect
yourself to protect others.

M CHAEL
Exactly. Then, seeing you act
so strong nmade ne realize that
if you can change, so can |
I’ mnot afraid anynore.

BRUNO
Well, you got to stop being so
pi gheaded and thi nk of others.

It hits Bruno too.



M CHAEL
| feel like we’'re connecting.
Is this a sign that maybe,
you and | can try again...

BRUNO
Ha! Forget that, pal

M CHAEL
Oh. ..

BRUNO
But listen. You cone back, say,
in a few days, spell it out
again for ne, I mght be in a

nore forgiving nood.

M CHAEL
A few days?

BRUNO
But you cone in all whackadoo,
and strutting |ike you own the
joint, 1'Il toss you out again
i ke day old polipi. Capeche?

Bruno picks Mchael up. Leads himto the door.

M CHAEL
Can | have a hug?

BRUNO
No funny stuff.

Bruno and M chael hug.

M CHAEL
Oh, and | was fired from Faux Cher.
@Quess | shouldn’t have lied to you
about noving to culinary school

BRUNO
That’s okay. | can’t color worth
shit either.
Bruno shuts the door on a confused M chael
Bruno hears a SN FFLE from t he ki tchen

BRUNO
Andres? You okay?

Andres cones around the corner, a hanky in his eyes.
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ANDRES
That was very nice. \Wat you did.

Bruno pi cks up the phone again.

I NT. CROM VICTORI A TRUNK - CONTI NUCQUS

Mona, tied up, squirnms as brake lights illumnate her face.
The car stops. The engine dies.

The trunk opens.

Dante hauls her up. Behind him Geen Thunbs sml es.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Fair play, Dante! Mna be got!
| be laughing nme cacks off!

I NT. BENNY' S APARTMENT — LI VI NG ROOM - LATER
Bruno hangs up the phone.

BRUNO
Benny ain’t answering.

ANDRES
So, if you re Benny’'s twi n, does
t hat nake you gay too?
Bruno gives hima | ook.

BRUNO
| hope Benny ain’t dunb enough to
t ackl e Dante al one.

ANDRES
My God! He'll be killed!

Andres reaches for his energency cigarette.

ANDRES
Looks like |I picked a bad tine to
qui t.

Bruno gently renoves the cigarette from Andres |ips.
BRUNO
| got a plan instead. What do you
say we play dress up?

EXT. FUN PARK — CONTI NUOUS
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Dant e passes H TMEN | oadi ng their various guns.

Green Thunbs studies his own weaponry in the back of a van:
Chai nsaws, rotor tillers, trimrers, snips, pitchforks, etc.
GREEN THUMBS MCGOO

So, Dante. You're certain it
be only Big Cheese at the show?

DANTE
Can these pal ooka’s handle it?

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Aye, if there’'s one thing these
| ads can do, that be they experts

at killin and torture...
CUT TO
EXT. FUN PARK — EVEN NG
H tmen spin around in a teapot ride. Spilling their pints of

@ui nness and LAUGH NG
Dant e shakes hi s head.
He wal ks over to The Spooky House where- -

Mona is roped into a cart by a drooling Tormmy Two Timng. A
slimy RIDE OPERATOR waits by the controls.

MONA
You scunbag, they’ Il find out
it was you who was behind this.

DANTE
That’ s the point.

TOVMY TWO TI M NG
(to Mona)
Ent hoy the whyde, bith.
Dante duct tapes Moina's nouth. Nods to the R de Operator
Mona struggles. Her cart JOLTS forward.
EXT. FUN PARK — QUTSI DE FENCE - LATER

Bruno, seething, tugs on a | ocked gate at a rear entrance.
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FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
In this business, there are no
surprises. A nobster nust be ready
to whack a friend if need be. O
be killed hinself.

BRUNO
I’ mgunnin’ for you, Dante!
You hear me? |'moff the
track! You're dead to ne!

Andres calns him

BRUNO
(gat hers hinsel f)
The park is closed on purpose.
Must have a guy on the inside.
(t hinks)
Waggly.

ANDRES
What do you want ne to do now?

BRUNO
Just |like we tal ked about. But
first | gotta drop a dine. A cal
I thought 1’d never nake.

BRUNO
The park is closed on purpose.
Must have a guy on the inside.
(realizes)

W ggly.
ANDRES
What do you want ne to do now?

BRUNO
Just |like we tal ked about. But
first | gotta drop a dine. A cal
I thought 1’d never nake.

BENNY (O.S.)
Grab sone air copper or | squirt
net al !

Benny suddenly appears. Holding two pairs of ride nechanic’s
uni f orns.

Andres hugs him Benny gently notions him aside.

He approaches Bruno and the two stare at each other.
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BENNY
W go in together.
BRUNO
It’1l be dangerous.
BENNY

Not when there’s two of us.
He throws Bruno one of the uniforns.
EXT. FUN PARK — FRONT ENTRANCE — MOMENTS LATER
Bi g Cheese Lou stands in the open gate. Studies the park.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Spread out, boys.

Mari o and Pauly playfully punch each ot her behind his back.
EXT. SPOOKY HOUSE — MOVENTS LATER
Dante rel axes on a cart, dabs his ashes.
Bi g Cheese Lou appears. Al one.
Bl G CHEESE LQU
Dante. \Were' s ny daughter
you rat bastard.
Dante hol ds the safety bar out.
DANTE
Keep your arns and | egs inside
at all tines.
Bi g Cheese Lou hesitates, then steps in.
The ride operator pushes a red button.
The cart jolts forward.

I NT. SPOOKY HOUSE — SCARY FOREST - MOMENTS LATER

Pl asti c ghosts and witches | eap up from dead trees.

EXT. FUN PARK - CONTI NUOUS

Bruno, dressed in ride nechanic overalls, zigzags between
carny booths. Andres follows. They see Green Thunbs’ hitnen
hiding. Al facing the Spooky House.
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Bruno crouches next to the park’s power generator shack. The
very sane one Dante first used for the Tilt-A-Wirl.

BRUNO
They nust be inside the Spooky
House.
(to Andres)
Gnme five mnutes. If | ain't

out, hit the switch inside here.
O f, then back on.

Andr es nods.
Benny arrives behind them dressed in his nechanic’s uniform
Eating a churro.
BENNY

If I head towards a cotton candy

cart next, shoot ne.
I NT. SPOOKY HOUSE — HAUNTED GRAVEYARD - CONTI NUOUS
Dante and Big Cheese’'s cart enters a pitch black room
@uns COCK in the darkness.
Li ghts FLI CK on.

Ghosts hover over plastic gravestones in a |arge room

And so does Green Thunmbs, who holds a dangling energency
“of f” switch. Hi s bodyguard |evels a gun near by.

Mona is gagged and tied to a cart behind them Seated next
to her is Tommy Two Timng, gorging on a cal zone.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
End of the ride, Big Cheese.

The bodyguard frisks Big Cheese and renoves his gun.
Bl G CHEESE LQU
Let ny daughter go. You got ne.
Alife for alife.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
How about a wee bit ‘o fun first?

G een Thunbs |ifts a | arge hedge cutter.

Six feet |long, double-sided inch Iong teeth and a doubl e
barrel carburetor.
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GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Al as! The Bushmaster four
t housand! Has a powerful twenty
two cc engine, ten thousand rpm
enough torque to lop off a man’s
head before he can screamn
He FIRES it up. G een Thunbs turns to Big Cheese Lou.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
T was nice not know ng ya.

The hedge cutter RUMBLES close to Big Cheese' s face.
Dante slips into the shadows.
EXT. SPOOKY HOUSE — FRONT - CONTI NUCUS

Bruno sneaks up to the ride operator and puts himto sleep
with a sucker PUNCH.

EXT. PONER CGENERATOR — CONTI NUQUS
Andres readies with the swtch.
| NT. SPOOKY HOUSE — GRAVEYARD - CONTI NUOUS

G een Thunbs REVS the notor and swings wildly. Big Cheese
cowers as the cutter nears. Mna SQUEALS under her gag.

A VA CE from behi nd.

BENNY
Shut it off!

Benny jabs a gun at the bodyguard s neck.

BENNY
Drop your guns and grab air!

The bodyguard does. G een Thunbs kills his notor.

Dant e appears frombehind a crypt. He plants his gun at
Benny’ s back.

DANTE
Drop it yourself.

Benny does.
Dant e whi sks Benny’ s sl eeve up.

The cigarette burn scar.
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DANTE
VWhere's Bruno?

BENNY
| m Bruno.

DANTE
Sure you are, sweetheart.

Anot her gun COCKS behi nd Dante.
Br uno.

BRUNO
He’s right, Dante. He's Bruno.

Dante drops his gun
GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Japers! Two Bruno’s! \Which one
be the real thing?
Dante points to Benny.

DANTE
Used his armas an ashtray.

Bruno makes his way to Mona, tries to untie her.
BRUNO
Boss. Mona. Foll ow Benny
and get the hell outta here.
A cart BARGES into the room Mario and Pauly in it.
The cart THUMPS Bruno asi de.

Hi s gun CLATTERS across the floor — right to Dante's feet.
Dante picks it up.

Mario and Pauly freeze in horror as their cart stops.
PAULY
Just a quick ride, eh Mario?
Now | ook what you did.
GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Enough of the chitchat. There be
cutting to do.

Green Thunbs FI RES up the hedge cutter again.
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DANTE
That’ s what you think

Yet another gun COCKS. Dripping in tomato and cheese.
Tormy Two Timing. Hi s calzone discarded.
He points his gun at G een Thunbs head.
TOMW TWO TI M NG
Thith I wanted to do fowa | ong
time. Drop tha cutta, athhole.
GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Tormy Two Timng? Japers! |
never saw that comn’.
G een Thunbs drops his hedge cutter.
Dant e picks up his gun.
DANTE
Looks like |I get to be the high
pi | | ow now.

Dante ains his gun at the two bosses and Bruno. He KI CKS
open a coffin

DANTE
Alright ya nugs. Wio’'s first
to try on a Chicago overcoat?
EXT. TILT-A-VWH RL - CONTI NUQUS
Wggly rounds the tilt-a-whirl, bored.

Sees Andres at the power generator shack.

W ggly ducks, then snakes through the Tilt-A-Wirl carts, gun
i n hand.

EXT. PONER GENERATCOR — CONTI NUQOUS

Andres checks his watch. Five mnutes have gone by.
He flips the switch down.

Power goes all throughout the park.

I NT. SPOCKY HOUSE — GRAVEYARD - CONTI NUOUS

The lights go out. Conplete darkness.
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BRUNO
Get down, Benny!

GUNSHOTS ring out. Everyone scranbles to hide.

EXT. POWNER CGENERATOR - CONTI NUOUS

Andres waits, throws the switch back up. Power is back on

EXT. TILT-A-WH RL - CONTI NUCUS
The ride jolts. Waggly falls into a spinning cart.
W GALY
( SNI FFS)
Al bacore! Noooo.. .
EXT. FUN PARK — CONTI NUCUS
One by one, the rides cone to life.

I NT. SPOOKY HOUSE — GRAVEYARD - CONTI NUOUS

The lights cone back on. Bruno grabs Tormmy Two Timng s gun
and pushes hi m away.

He finds the enmergency button, pushes it, and grabs Benny.
They duck into Mona's cart as it jolts forward.

BRUNO
Untie Mona' s ropes, Benny!

The cart noves towards doors that open to...
I NT. SPOOKY HOUSE — DUNGEON — SECONDS LATER
...a medieval roomfilled with weapons.

BRUNO
Yel | when you see the exit!

Benny goes to work on Mona’'s ropes.

Bruno FIRES his gun before the doors close.
I NT. SPOCKY HOUSE — GRAVEYARD — CONTI NUOUS
SECOND CART

Dante and Tommy Two Timing hop in. Return FIRE with Bruno.



95.

SPARKS shower their cart frombehind. They turn and see a
THI RD CART

G een Thunbs swi ngs his ROARI NG hedge cutter and GRAZES
Dante’s seat. His bodyguard, next to him FIRES wildly.

Caught in the mddle, Dante FIRES forward. Tomy Two Ti m ng
FI RES backwar d.

Green Thunbs decapitates a ghoul.
GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Screw nme, Dante? Of with yer
noggi n!
FOURTH CART
Mari o, Pauly, and Big Cheese Lou bring up the rear.
I NT. SPOOKY HOUSE — LI BRARY - CONTI NUOUS

Bruno and Benny’'s cart spins around cobwebby bookshel ves.
Dusty books fall on strings.

Dante and Tommy Two Timing' s cart enters the room Dante
FIRES his gun hitting a fake ghost librarian.

Bruno FI RES back, the slug striking a ghastly professor.

Benny unravels Mona’s ropes as they turn around anot her
bookshel f. He | ooks up, sees an exit sign ahead.

BENNY
Exit! Dead ahead!

Bruno BREAKS the safety bar. Benny and Mona roll out.

BRUNO
Head for the door!

Dante’s cart cones barreling around a bookshel f.
Bruno presses the trigger. CLICK CLICK Enpty.
Dante’s cart is enpty too

Bruno heads for the exit.

EXT. SPOOKY HOUSE — FRONT - CONTI NUCUS

Benny runs out with Mna, Bruno close behind. Bullets ZING
of f the pavenent at their feet. Mna SQUEALS.
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The Ferris Weel Hitman, high above, disappears fromview.

BRUNO
Thi s way!

They head towards the rear gate but hear RI COCHETS as. ..

EXT. ROLLER COASTER - CONTI NUOUS

...a coaster ROARS down the tracks. ROLLER COASTER H TMEN
FI RE usel essly, their bullets volleying skyward.

Bruno, Benny, and Mona head towards the Hall of Mrrors.

EXT. HALL OF M RRORS - MOMENTS LATER
Bruno, Benny, and Mona duck i nside.
EXT. SPOOKY HOUSE — FRONT - CONTI NUCUS

Dante runs out the front entrance. Sees Bruno, Benny, and
Mona heading into the Hall of Mrrors.

Tormy Two Timng SLAMS into himfrom behind.
Dante grabs him points to the Spooky House exit.
DANTE
Whoever conmes outta this joint,
waste ‘em

TOVWY TWO TI M NG
You can counth on ne.

Dante takes off after the Hall of Mrrors.

Tormy Two Timng flees the scene.

I NT. HALL OF M RRORS — MOVENTS LATER

Life size warped and goofy mrrors.

Dante runs inside, sees his reflection fifty tines.

BRUNO' BENNY #1 (O S.)
Conme get ne, Dante.

Bruno/ Benny’ s i mage spl ashes across another fifty mrrors.

Dante FIRES and SHATTERS a mirror.
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But which one am |, Dante?

Bruno/ Benny #2's inmage, too, reflects everywhere.

BRUNO' BENNY #2
Too many Bruno’'s, Dante?

DANTE
You' re dead! Both of you!
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Dante FIRES at one inmage after another. Mrrors SHATTER

BRUNCQ' BENNY #1
You set me up to die, Dante.

BRUNQO BENNY #2
Your turn now, Dante.

Dante sees Mina in one mrror. Then, her shadow.
He FI RES.

The M RROR CRACKS. Mna SCREAMS. A piece of glass CUTS
Mona’s arm Bl ood pours out.

Bruno/ Benny runs to her, shields her with his body.

Bruno/ Benny # 2 junps in front of the gun. Hands raised.

BRUNQO BENNY #2
Don’t shoot!

Bruno/ Benny #2's forearmis exposed.
The cigarette burn scar again.

Bruno/ Benny and Mona vani sh into the mrrors behind
Bruno/ Benny #2.

DANTE
Call Bruno out or you die.

BRUNCQ' BENNY #2
One thing you forgot, Dante.

DANTE
VWhat’'s that? Take care of Mna?
I think I'lIl do just that.

Bruno/ Benny #2 snatches Dante’s arm Twists it.
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You forgot to count. @un is

enpty.
(beat)
And |’ m Bruno.
Dante presses his trigger. CLICK, CLICK, CLICK

BRUNO
How about a hard si x?

Bruno rabbit PUNCHES Dante six successive tines.
Dante slunps to the floor, unconscious.

EXT. SPOOKY HOUSE — EXIT — MOVENTS LATER

Green Thunbs and his bodyguard exit.

A SHOUT of “POLICE!”

Andres faces them dressed as a cop.

Hi s gun drawn.

ANDRES
Drop your guns!

G een Thunbs and hi s bodyguard conply.

ANDRES
Now, freeze. No, put your hands in
the air...
Agai n, they conply.
ANDRES

Now don’t you nove.
Andres searches his belt.
ANDRES
If I were handcuffs, where would |
be?
G een Thunbs slowy rises.

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Aye, are ye not fuzz then?

Andres COCKS hi s gun.
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ANDRES
Ki ss the pavenent, you filthy
dogs!
G een Thunbs slinks back to the ground.
Andres smiles, pretty inpressed with hinself.
SIRENS i n the distance.
INT. HALL OF M RRORS — MOMENTS LATER

REAL COPS flood the park. TWD COPS stop, point their weapons
at Bruno.

FBI Agent Gordo shows up and notions them off.

FBI AGENT GORDO
He's with ne.

FBI Agent Cordo kicks Dante.

FBI AGENT GORDO
But take this thug away.

The two cops |ift Dante up, who wakes.
DANTE
| got to know, Bruno. The
cigarette scar...how?

BEG N FLASHBACK

EXT. FUN PARK — QUTSI DE FENCE - EARLI ER
BENNY (O.S.)
Grab sone air copper or | squirt
net al !

Benny suddenly appears. Holding two pairs of ride nechanic’s
uni f orns.

Andres hugs him Benny gently notions him asi de.
He approaches Bruno and the two stare at each other.

BENNY
W go in together.

BRUNO
It’ 1l be dangerous.
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BENNY
Not when there’s two of us.

He throws Bruno one of the uniforns.
BENNY
Only one problem Dante. He did
this to me. He knows who I am
Benny rolls up his sleeve. Shows the cigarette burn.

Bruno t hinks. Wil ks over to Andres.

BRUNO
CGot that enmergency cigarette?

END FLASHBACK
Both Bruno and Benny flash their identical scars.

DANTE
You burnt yourself? For hin®

The cops |l ead a bew | dered Dante away. Benny |eads Mona out
safely fromthe shadows. [Into Bruno' s arns.

FBI AGENT GORDO
"1l call a paranmedic, Mona.

BRUNO
Are you hurt bad, Babe?

MONA
Just a cut. Benny hel ped stop
t he bl eedi ng.

BRUNO

Thanks, brother.

BENNY
No, thank you. Believe ne.

FBI AGENT GORDO
Bruno. Thanks for the call
You going to cooperate now?

Just then, a COP wal ks Big Cheese Lou, Mario, and Pauly past.
Al'l three cuffed.

Bl G CHEESE LQU
Let ne go, copper! | didn't do
nothin'! I’ma victimhere!
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Bruno wat ches them pass by, then | ooks to Mna.
He hugs her tight.
I NT. COURTHOUSE - DAY

A JUDGE BANGS his gavel in a crowded courtroom Big Cheese
Lou scowms. Mario and Pauly CRY. Bruno hangs his head.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
So Bruno quit the rackets. By
doing so, he had to rat out his
father-in-law, which was no easy
t ask.

Bi g Cheese Lou is led away in handcuffs. d ares at Bruno.
He then sees Mona, seated directly behind him Proud.

Bi g Cheese Lou nods in understanding.

EXT. COURTHOUSE - LATER

Throngs of MEDI A gather. Bruno and his | awers descend down
the steps, led to a waiting car.

FBI Agent Gordo and Mna wait inside.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
But Bi g Cheese Lou, Mario, and
Paul y was not headed off to any
old jail. Big Cheese coerced the
judge into serving his three spot
in a mnimmsecurity | ockup
Wth all the anenities, of course.

CUT TGO

I NT. FOREST MEADOWS CORRECTI ONAL - DAY

A sprawl i ng, beautiful canpus. Mario and Pauly fight with
OLD CONVI CTS over a gane of bocce ball

POKER TABLE
Bi g Cheese Lou, chonping on a cigar, |ooks up fromhis hand

at a cable TV screen. A RUSSI AN NEWBCASTER r eads t he
news. .. and begins to disrobe.
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Bl G CHEESE LOU
| magi ne the advertising revenue on
that show Wat an unt apped
racket!

Bi g Cheese Lou SLAPS his own forehead.
I NT. PIZZA KITTY — EVEN NG

The judge drunkenly sl obbers on a pizza slice as a NUDE COK
juggl es ripe tomatoes behind the counter.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
The condition, of course, was
t hat Bi g Cheese never disclose
that the judge in question was
an avid fan of a doubl e cheese,
sal am conbo at the Pizza Kitty.
Al ways on the house.

EXT. STATE PRI SON GROUNDS — GARDEN - DAY

Green Thunmbs McGoo, in prison garb, swings a hoe at other
PRI SONERS st eal i ng his corn.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Green Thunbs got twenty years in
a place that served himwell. ..

GREEN THUMBS MCGOO
Be off with ya or I'Il jamthis
here hoe up your arse!

EXT. ROCK QUARRY - DAY

PRI SONERS, shackl ed, swing hamrers at |arge boul ders as gun
toti ng GUARDS poi nt and LAUGH.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
...while Dante got his just
desserts.

Dante, prisoner #286548376, swings a tiny hamer. Barely
makes a scratch.

A LARCGE GUARD pl aces a bl onde wi g on his head.

LARGE GUARD
Taboo Revue ain’t the sane
wi thout Mnnie. But ne and the
fellas are guessin’ you |l do
just fine. Repeat after ne.

( MORE)
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LARGE GUARD( cont ' d)

(as Mae West)

You know the spider's invitation
to the fly, come up and see ne
sonetime. ..

EXT. CARI BBEAN | SLAND — DAY
Bruno digs his toes in the white sand on a deserted beach.

A very pregnant Mona carries hima Manhattan froma hut. She
sits next to him He touches her belly.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
They say the only way you can
| eave the rackets is by death.
For Bruno, boredom on a sandy
beach was nmuch the sane.

Mona strokes Bruno’s head. She realizes he m sses hone.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Sone nen try to | eave, but they
say that’s a hard thing to do. But
its not like they were in any
danger anynore. Big Cheese forgave
t hem

Bruno lifts the Manhattan. Two airline tickets lie
under neat h.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
And offered them a chance to cone
honme. Start their |ives again.
Rai se a famly.

CUT TO
EXT. ALLEY — NI GHT

A CLOAKED MOBSTER, in a black hat, his face obscured, KlICKS
open a door.

A THI CK DOCRMAN tries to intercept.

The cl oaked nobster throws a jab. The doornman goes down.

| NT. CASI NO — CONTI NUQUS

The cl oaked nobster enters the room MOB BODYGUARDS cone out
nowhere. The cl oaked nobster dispatches one, then two, with
CHOPS, PUNCHES, and well-tinmed Kl CKS.

The cl oaked nobster approaches a table where a MOB BOSS
courts a pair of SEXY BRUNETTES...who wi sely slink aside.
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MOB BOSS
You think you' re so tough?
Who do you think you are?

The cl oaked npbster renpves his hat. Lifts his face.

BENNY
The new Boss.

MOB BOSS
You???

The cl oaked npbster PLUNGES a knife into the npbb boss’ chest.
Bl ood sprays as he collapses. The girls SCREAM

Suddenly, a famliar, outside voice...

DI RECTOR' S VO CE
Cut! N ce stab, Benny!

The Director cones on the set APPLAUDI NG Benny turns and
curtseys. OIHER ACTCRS join in.

The nob boss sits up. Plucks the fake knife out.

BENNY
Couldn’t do it w thout you
know who.

OFF SET
Bruno sits on a chair. Holding a prop gun. And a script.
FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)

Whoever said you had to | eave the
life conpletely?

CORNER OF SET

FBI Agent Gordo watches Benny and Bruno tal k. Bruno
denonstrates | oadi ng and unl oadi ng the prop gun.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Wat chi ng Bruno and Benny toget her
brought a sense of wondernent.

FBI Agent Chu taps FBI Agent Gordo’s shoul der.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
As their father, ny heart was
filled with hope, after years of
| oss and | oneli ness.
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FBI AGENT CHU
G useppe. We have to go.

FBI AGENT GORDO
G nme a mnute. These are ny boys.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
A | oneliness brought on by ny own
m st akes and fool i shness.
(beat)
I wish | could frane this forever

BEG N FLASHBACKS
EXT. DOCKS — EVENI NG (1973)

PASSENGERS board an ocean liner. G useppe stops at the
gangpl ank, stares at his ticket.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
At first, | alnost gave up. |
nearly went back to Italy to ease
my pain. Start over

G useppe RIPS the ticket.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. O.)
But I knew | could never. This was
ny life. M boys were here.

He steps out of line.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
And al though I knew Momma Leol a
nor Carnela woul d ever take ne
back, | sought a way to make
amends. For the boys. |If only
fromthe outside

EXT. FBlI NEW YORK OFFI CE — DAY

G useppe exits with an application form He thinks, crosses
out G ordano and pens in Gordo.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
This way, | could keep tabs on
t he boys. Watch them Protect
them Make their new world safe,
i ke a good father should.
(beat)
The Feds even let me use ny middle
name.
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EXT. PLAYGROUND - DAY (1973)

KIDS and MOTHERS pl ayi ng during a hot sunmer day. Monma
Leol a pushes Bruno in a stroller.

G useppe, dressed as an FBI Agent, watches Momma Leol a and
Bruno stop to feed pigeons from behind sonme bushes.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
I brought this all on nyself, of
course. Not being there for the
boys. When they first craw ed,
wal ked, tal ked..

CUT TGO

EXT. STAGE - EVEN NG (1980)
Littl e Benny prances on stage in ballet. Carnela CLAPS.
In the back, G useppe, a bit older, watches Benny spin

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
.or pirouetted.

I NSERT SERI ES OF SHOTS

-Little Bruno fights with TOUGH KIDS. @ useppe runs over
fl ashes his badge, scares themaway. Wnks to a confused
Littl e Bruno, then wal ks off.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
But part of me will never know
the joy of watching themutter
their first word, crawl to their
favorite toy, or walk to ny
wai ting arns.

-G useppe carrying a CRYING Little Benny on roller skates
into a hospital enmergency room his ankle bandaged. Then,
| eaving just as Carnela enters through opposite doors.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. O.)
O hear ny child speak ny nane,
| earn ny face, see me smle. |
will never feel the joy in hearing
t he word Daddy.
(beat)
I was never there for them but
| did what | could.
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I NT. MANHATTAN CONDO — EVENI NG — WEEKS BEFORE

G useppe and FBI Agent Chu inspect the plush Director’s hone.
G useppe searches the Director, finds a snmall bag of cocaine.
The Director CRIES and pl eads.

G useppe whispers in his ear. The Director blinks.

DI RECTOR
Al'l 1 have to do is hire Benny
for the part and you let nme go?

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
In some ways, | never |eft.

I NT. HOLDING CELL - N GHT — WEEKS EARLI ER

Bruno sl eeps on a bunk as other PRI SONERS stand clear. FB
Agent CGordo stares at Bruno and SIGHS. He then opens the
cell door.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
That night at the docks with the

ostriches, | decided Bruno had
enough of the gangster life. | put
t he squeeze on him Still, | kept

nmy true identity hidden.
Bruno rises fromhis bunk. Rubs his eyes.
The ostrich feather still tucked in his pocket.
FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
He needed to know it wasn’'t
personal . Yet, it always was.
FBI Agent Gordo notions himout.
FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
Waich led nme to other chapters
inny life that were |left unturned.
If I could open those pages now,
t hen maybe. ..
I NT. MOWA LEOLA' S HOUSE — EVEN NG

A Christmas di nner gathering where Bruno, Mna, their BABY
BOY, Benny, Andres, and M chael await.

Momma Leola carries in a tray filled with turkey.

A KNOCK on her door. Momma Leol a places the tray down.



EXT. FRONT DOOR — SECONDS LATER

Momra Leol a opens the door. Cups her nouth in shock.

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
...just maybe, | can sal vage
that part of ny life I so
foolishly cast away.

G useppe stands there hol ding a bouquet of flowers.

MOWWA LECLA
G useppe?

FBI AGENT GORDO (V. Q)
And begin Iiving again.

Momma Leol a steps aside and allows G useppe in

THE END

108.

FADE OUT

( MORE)



